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_ HE was born at Wrexham in 
Denbighshire. His father was a 
minister at Oswestry, in Shropsire, 
and ejected in 1662. He after- 
wards settled again at Wrexham, 
and lived in general esteem among 
the gentlemen of that country. His 
mother was the daughter of the 
eminent Col. Gerard, who was 
governor of Chester castle, a wo- 
man of an excellent spirit, and 
great understanding. - 
He had his education first under 
Mr. Thomas Row of London ; and 
afterwards under Mr. Richard 
Frankland, at Rathmill in York- 
shire. He enjoyed singular ad- 
vantages under both, and made un- 
common proficiency in all the 
parts of rational and polite litera- 
ture, which he cultivated and im- 
proved all his life. He enlarged 
his views of several things beyond 
those of his education, as sincere 
and inquisitive minds ever will do. 
His first settlement in life was 
in the family of Mrs. Hunt of Bo- 
reathan in Shropshire. He was 
treated with the kindness and res- 
pect of a son by that excellent la- 
dy, and ail the family ; which he 
always mentioned with singular 
pleasure and honor.. Here he 
enjoyed the great felicity of an 
agreeable retirement in a religious 
family, and a pleasant country, 
with ail the convenience for study 
and devotion, and proper diversion 
when he could be persuaded to 
take it, Being now in the vigor 
of life, and having sufficient lei- 
sure, he read over entire Mr. 





Pool’s Latin Synopsis in five la 
folios, which laid the folindation of 
his great skill in scripture criti- 
cism, ‘without some knowledge of 
which, no man éan thoroughly un- 
derstand his bible, or make the 
proper use of it. He read over 
all the christian writers of the 
three first centuries, under the di- 
persion ofa very leartied and able 
riend ; making judicious extracts 
of what related to the doctrine andl 
practice of the primitive church, 
which were of great use to him 
ever after. 

While he was in this family he 
first began to preach, though he 
was then’very young. He spent as 
whole week in selemn retirement, 
and in extraordinary exercises of 
devotion, when he first took the 
whole pastoral charge of the 
congregation in . Little-Broad- 
street,Moorfields, London; where 
he spent the principle part of his 
life and labors, always reckoned, 
with great thankfulness and plea- 
sure. God owned his ministry 
and endeavors in various ways ta 
the good of many, young and old, 
and in some instances very singu- 
lar and remarkable. - He was sev- 
eral years concerned in the sabbath 
evening lectures at Salter’s Hall 
and was chosen one of the six 
preachers at the merchant’s lec- 
ture in the same.place, in the 
room of Mr, Jeremiah Smith. 

He published many sermons up- 
on diverse occasions ; and two 
volumes of very judicious and use- 
ful discourses upon the * @hris« 
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Aian Temper ;” a noble» subject, 
and of standing use.’ - These. dis- 
courses met with uncommon re- 
gard in 


the world. He was once 


ing with a late learned person, 
concerning the Importance of 


scripture consequences,” which: 
was generally allowed to be man-. 


aged ina masterly manner, with 
clearness, judgment, sobriety, and 
decency. 


He received the highest marks 
of esteem from two learned bodies, © 


viz, the universities of Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen, who conferred on 
him the degree of doctor without 
his knowledge, and in the most 
honorable manner. . He sometimes 
presided at public ordinations with 
great gravity and wisdom. 

His character was remarkable 
for many excellent endowments, 
which were very -evident in him, 
and superior to most others, He 
had great solidity of judgment, 
and. uncommon .capacity of distin- 
guishing the differences, and dis- 
cerning the true state ef things. 
‘There was a marvellous strength 


-and connection in his thoughts and | 


expressions, upon any subject, in 
his preaching and conversation. 
His vivacity and quickness joined 
with so great a judgment, made 
a very rare and uncommon mix- 
ture. ‘Hie had the solidity of cool 
and sedate minds, and the life and 
quickness of those of the warmest 
imagination. His industry » and 
diligence was indefatigable ; he 
could bear hard study, and go 
through a great variety of business 
with ease and dispatch ; he was 
peculiarly made for the active life, 
and was not easily tired or dis- 
couraged by the difficulties of an 
attempt. 
seen in conducting any intricate 
affairs, or managing a debate of 
consequence ; in forseeing proba- 


ble difficulties, and finding out pro- | 


per expedients, in which he was 
often singularly happy. 

He excelled in several virtues of 
thechristian a life. Hehad great 
integrity and openness of mind ; 


in a controversial writ- 


His prudence was often ° 
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there was-an honest frankness iz 
his. temper,. which never suffered - 
him to crouch and dissemble ; he 
knew not how to flinch or flatter |; 
you saw his heart at once and 
might depend upon his word. He 
detested the low methods of slan- 
der and censure, without sufficient 
‘ground, or any proper call, asa 
great wickedness. The same 
greatness and generosity of mind, 
which led him to do all manner 
of good to others, set him above 
doing the least hurt'to any. He 
was steady and immoveabie in 
what he apprehended right, and 
thought of importance. He knew 
no friend, and feared no danger, in 
the way of his duty : though no 
man was a truer friend, or hada 
greater zeal, or a greater plea- 
sure in friendship ; as no man was 
more generally loved and esteem- 
ed. I think I may be allowed to 
know it, and I have a right to 
say it, after living with him above 
six and twenty years, in the full 
confidence and indearments of 
friendship, in-all the services and 
struggles of life, without the least 
disgust or difference ; “God only 
knows how great a share I bear‘in 
the loss, and in the affliction ; and 
how truly Ican say, “I am dis- 
tressed for thee, my brother.” 

His piety was a steady regular 
course of serious regard to God, 
in his daily walk, with great so- 
briety of mind, ,and without the 
least tincture or tendency to enthu- 
siasm, notwithstanding some nat- 
ural warmth and eagerness of 
temper. His religion was not 
confined to<zod, or the mere acts 
ot worship, but extended to all his 
fellow creatures; he was of a 
public spirit, and had a zealous re- 
gard to commen good.* No man 
was more ready to do good offices 
to others, to promote any worthy 
design, or to help any. case of 
distress ; and no man ever served 
the interest of somany others, with 
greater self denial, or less advan- 
tage tohis own. Though he had 
an unusual firmness of mind, and 
oftentimes a noble neglectof wha 
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concerned -himself, yet he had a 
ter tenderness for other’s: af- 
ictions, than comported with the 
comfort of his life, or the conveni- 
ence of his circumstances, His 
compassionate. heart to other’s 
wants and miseries, made him 
sometimes willing not: only to his 
power, but greatly beyond his pow- 
er. His priaciples | in. religion 
were sober, and moderate, with. 
out any zeal for useless specula 
tions, or running into any ~ex- | 
tremes : he much attended tq what 
was profitable. He was strong in his 
sentiments of the perfection of scrip- 
ture and of christian liberty, against 
all principles of tyranny and impo- 
sition. Fhe Bible only. was his re- 
ligion and rule, and the great en- 
couragement and support in. all 
his trials and conflicts, living and 
dying. He was soberly orthodox, 
and thoroughly catholic ; disposed 
to think well of every denomina- 
tion ; and to honor such as differ- 
ed from him, if they appeared up- | 
right and deserving. He knew 
no distinction in his affection and 
esteem, between one good man 
and another, but what the differ- 
ent degrees of their goodness man-. 
ifested. 

His last sickness was @ com- 
plication .of distempers, which 
gradually broke his ‘constitution, 
though it seemed built for a lon- 
ger standing ; and became griev- 
ous to him, not only as confine-. 
ment from aetive service, which 
he most dreaded ; but as it was 


‘sometimes painful and distressing. 


He preserved, however an im- 
moveable steadiness and compo- 
sure of mind through’ so long an 
exercise, with a profound submis- 
sion to the divine wilt, and anexem- 
pl&ry patience under the greatest 
distress, and was ready to wait 
the event, which God should allot, 
Indeed the long continuance. of the 
disorder, and frequent intervals of | 
it-; the many daily prayers offer- 
ed up forvhis welfare, and the un- 
common concern in all this part of 
the metropolis, for so eminent and 
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us with hopes of his recovery : 
-but the wise Sovereign of the 
world had determined otherwise. 
His lingering illness.gave him. 
an opportunity of dropping sever- 
al passages, which were. .instruct- 
ing and affecting, He.had the 
sentence of: death in himself .a 
considerable time, and rejoiced in 
the views of eternity, He-would 
sometimes check. himself in the 
midst. of exquisite pain, “ Butl 
must not complain,: God is.good, 
and the will of the Lord be done,” 
He once said “ though I cannot,ex- 
press myself in the words worthy e- 
ven. of an apostle,of a late venerable 
minister a little before his death,”’ 
I have-no more doubt of. my ac- 
ceptance with God, than I have of 
my own existence, * yet,I have 
good hope through grace, and such 
fas IT am_ persuaded will never 
make me ashamed.” He wassen- 
sible, he owned, of. many. failings , 
yet he could appeal to God, “that 
he had walked before him with in- 
tegrity.”” : When he was in acute 
pain, he said to his-worthy friends)... 
where he was treated. with such 
high respect and tender carey | 
“ The.. formality and ceremony 
of taking down this tabermacle;by 
degrees, is irksome and grievous ; - 
how much better were it, if it.. 
pleased God, that it might tum- . 
ble alJ at once !° but the will of.- 
God be.done.”—When he-looked 
upon his body, swelled with his 
distemper, he would. often observe 
with pleasure, “ this corruptible 
shalt put on incorruption.—O glo- 
rious hope.” He, was..full of 
thankfulness to God for any inter- 
vals of rest : whien he found him- 
self tolerable easy, “ thank God 
‘for this.”~When in great pain of 
body, “blessed. be.God for the 
peace of my mind.” am 
- He told a particular friend, who 
visited him, * that he was obli- 
“ ged to his friends who expres- 
“ sell so great a concern for his 
“ life, but it was not so much his 
“ own desire.” Headded, “ If I 





useful a person, somtimes flattered 


gs might be continued for farther 
“usefulness in the church of 





« Christ ; I shall be glad to live ; 
“¢ but if not, it is my earnest desire 
“to finish at present.”’ He said 
“with earnestness and tears, “I 
“ have reason to thank God for an 
“ early sense of religion ; and an 
“‘ early dedication to God ; I have 
“‘ endeavored to order the main 
* part of my life as before God : 
“ and have endeavored to be faith- 
* ful in the ministry : I am con- 
“ scious of many failings in public. 
“‘ and private life ; but I can rest 
“upon the gospel for mercy ; [ 
“am fully persuaded of ‘the 
““truth of it, and desire no 
& other salvation.” He said at a 
another time, “ I die in the faith 
“and hope of the gospel I have 
*‘ preached, and find great comn- 
“ fort in it.” Upon the occasion 
of the prayer on his account, he 
remarked, ‘* I heartily wish that 
“ my affliction may occasion the 
“ reviving of a spirit of prayer ; 
©] shall not think much of any 
“thing that I endure, if it may 
« have this effect.” Hespent whole 
nights in prayers to God, when 
he could not sleep, for himself, 
his family, his friends, and the 
church of God : it was the pro- 
per breath of his soul. He said 
to an old and istimate friend, 

“that the greatest difficulty he 
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On Sincerity 


found in leaving this world, was 
parting from the company of his 
*¢ brethren, whom he had always 
“ loved, and with whom he had 
* conv ersed with so much plea- 
“ sure.” . He began¢to write some 
hints of meditation for himself 
and friends, some days before his 
death with a trembling hand ; the 
inscription of it was : ** What Tam 
‘Cas a creature ; 4s a reasonable; 
“as a sinful creature ; as a re- 
“ deemed creature ; as a creature 
“in a state of trial for eternity ; 
“asa social creature, and related 
“to other beings about me.” But 
it was only begun. ‘The last thing 
remarkable, while he was sensible, 
and some of the last words he was 
heard to sav’ were, lifting up his 
hands, ‘* All is well, all is well.” 
Indeed, he had a firm,’ undaunted 
spirit, upon christian principles, 
through his long illness; and he 


‘truly finished hir course with joy ! 
‘From so moving an example, and 


encouraging @ motive, may we gO, 
and do likewise. 
God grant, that, in the words of 


the apostle, ‘* we remember them 


who have had the rule over us, 
and have spoken unto us, the words 
of God, following their faith, and. 
considering the end of their con- 
versation,’ 


PIPETTES «ce 


FOR THE PHCATAQUA EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 
+ oe 


ON SINCERITY, an EXTRACT. 


“ SINCERITY is the noblest 
of moral virtues, and the very es- 
sence or soul of al] christian graces 
without which they cannot _ possi- 
bly exist. It is the pagecces of 
the angelic orders, and an essen- 
tial attribute of the divine nature. 
Take sincerity from God, and you 
destroy his very being ; deprive 
the angels of it, and you immedi- 
ately transform them into devils ; 
take it from the saint, and,he 
turns hypocrite, which is no cth- 
er than a devil in embryo ; and 
let the honest moral man lose bis 





sincerity, and he instantly com- 
menceth villain.” 


“‘ Sincerity is a flower that buds 
indeed on earth, but never comes 
to perfection in this cold climate, 
where the blasting winds perpetu- 
ally nip it in the bud : but it blows 
in heaven, where it eternally flour- 
isheth with never fading beauty. 
it was at first planted in paradise 
by the great Creatcr ; but unhappy 
Adam quickly lost it, and never 
since was it seenon earth in perfec- 
tion, but when the great Redeeme= 
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appeared in flesh, who carried it | 
with him into heaven,’ 

 & But though no man can ever 
attain to the highest excelleacies 


of it, yet all may make-much great- | 


er attainments than they do. It 
is in every man’s power to be sin- 
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“keep him from being injurious,and 
| | make him always turn within him- 
| self, and consicer how he would 
nang others act towards him. 
This will tell him how he shculd 
behave to others: Let him ask his 
| conscience, would I have others be 


cere, though it is in no man’s pow- | unjust or ungrateful towards me ? 


er tobe complete and pertect. No 
man can really be possessed of any 
true virtue without it, and with it 
he has all. Would men be good 
and honest, let them be sincere ; 
would they avoid scandal and re- 
flection, let them act pprightly ; 
would they be just to others, sin- 
cerity will make them so. This 
makes a man a saint on earth,and 
will crown him with endless hap- 
piness and glory in au ever lasting 
world. ‘This virtue is not learned 
in schools, nor need we fetch it 
from distant climates. We need 
not plough the raging seas, nor 
climb the towering and rugged 
mountains for it : we need not tear 
up the bowels of oyr mother earth, 
nor ransack the ceutre of it to find 
this precious jewel: we need not 
run the hazard of our lives to be 
possessed thereof, nor spend our 
substance to attain it: no elabo- 
vate studies are needful to gain 
this pearl of price ; but the psor, 
the man of weak intellects, and of 
low education, may as soon be 
master of it, as the rich, the wise 
and learned: Hie need but put 
forth his hand and take it ; it is 
within his reach,nis own conscience 
wilt tell him what it is : This will 
make him pious towards God, be- 
neficent towards men, and grateful 
towards his benefactors, This will 


would I have others use me thus ? 
It will tell him, no ; and, if he is 
but sincere in the question, it will 
teach him what his duty is, with- 
out any other monitor. Would 
men always follow this method, it 
would be impossible that either in- 
justice or ingratitude shculd find 
access Into our souls, or break 
forth into action : With what pity- 
ing eyes should. we behold the 
miserable anc distressed ? and how 





would the miseries of others effect 
our souls with grief, and stir 
up toa generous compassion and 
assistance of the wretched * How 
grateful would our-returns for and 
ackuowledg: nents of favors be? 
and how inviolable the bends or 
friendship ? This would melt the 
unrelenting hearts of tyrants, and 
unlock the miser’s chests. But the 
want of sincerity hath made men 
miserabie, and keeps them so.3 
whilst men with insincere hearts 
pretend to friendship, they basely 
massacre and murder it, and be- 
tray him, to whom they would be 
thought friends : Their own by 


_ends will warp their actions, and 


like bowls that have an ill turned 
bias, will always miss the mark : 
Such men always, or at least for 
the most part, disappoint them- 





selves as well as ruin those who de- 


pend upon them.” Pr. Ss 
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Some general account of the Sermon, frreached before the Piscatagua 
Missionary Society, on the first Wednesday of Pays 1605, zt being 
their first anniversary ; with extracis from it. 


— 


The preacher commenced his 
address by some devout remarks 
upon the wonderful misstonary 
spirit that has appeared in Europe 
within the last half century, and 
which has greatly spread and in- 








creased within the lastten years.He 


gratefully acknowledged its influ- 


ence reaching this western conti- 
nent and kindlipg a similar spiritin 
the breasts of the pious, the patri- 
otic, and charitable in this highly 
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favored land. He gave.a_ brief 
sketch of the number and. names 
of the missionary Societies that 
had arisen in the United States, 


and last of all: assigne;] the rea-, 


sons for forming. the, Piscataqua 
Missionary, Socjety, in addition to 
those that already existed, not to 
oppose, to counteract or lesse n the 
exertions of others, but. because the 
situation and connexions. of this 


part of the country rendered it in-. 


convenient to associate, intimately 
with any other. society. He then 
gives some accounts of the state oi 
the society, and of the exertions 
that had been made in the. first at- 
tempt to render it useful, propos- 
ing as the principal subject of his 
discourse, to consider the motives 
that ought to influence and animate 
every missionary attempt. And 
the duty incumbent upon christians, 
to aid and 
tempts. 
The portion of scripture that 
was considered as pertinent to In- 
troduce such a subject was the 
third Enisde John 7, and 8, 
BECAUSE FOR HIS NAME SAKE 


THEY WENT FORTH TAKING. 


NOTHING OF THE GENTILFs, 
WE THEREFORE OUGHT TO RE- 
CLIVE SUCH, THAY WE MIGHT 
B} FE LLOW-HELPERS TO TRE 
TRUTH 

fer having briefly iustrated 
this pass gs and shewn thot the 
glory of God, 1 regard to his hone 
or 2nd praise in the spread of the 
gospel, ought to he the governing 
motive, in all missionary exertions, 
and the 2nimating principle in the 
breast of mistonaries, the preach- 
er proceeds toshew tht itis the du- 
ty ofall who love Zion, cr wish its 
prosperity, who fecl a compassion 
for their fellow sinners destitute of 
the means of religious knowledge, 
of those ordinances and ins itutions, 
by which God ordinarily bestows 
faith, and saves them that believe, 
to minister to the support and en- 
couragement of such as go forth in 
this service, and to combine their 
efforts, both in counsel and contri- 
bution, that their effects may be 


encourage such at-. 


| 





more powerful and extensive, 
ceeding in his. address in the fol. _ 
lowing manner,. “ Insulated in. | 
dividuals can do but little, howev. 
er forward their inclination, or lib- 
eral their charity, like the purling 
rivulet they may mark their chan. 
nel by the increased verdure and 
beauty of its contiguous. margin ; 
But combined efforts like the trib. 
utary streams which form the ma- 
jestic river extend their influence . 
far and wide. By regular, wise,and 
animated associations,what objects. 
have been accomplished, how wide 
and extensive, how permanentand | 
profitable, have been the effects of . 
associated benevolence ? Where . 
shall we find an ovject that has 
more numerous or higher : claims 
upon the charity and, compassion 
of the pious and humane of those 
that love God,or their fellow men, 
‘than that which is the object of 
‘religious missionary societies ? 
While the present reputation,com-. 
forts and usefulness of their fellow- 
men are not totally disregarded, 
the great object of missionary so- 
cieties is, to secure these and all 
their others interests, by affording 
‘the means of that knowledge with- 
out: which the heart cannot be 
| good, in the dispersing of books and 


} pamphlets vpon religtous and mor- 


al subjects, and preaching of that 
gospel which was desizned to open 
‘blind eves, to turn sinners from 
darkness to light, and from the 

»wer of sin and satan unto God, 

Vho, that knowsthe worth of the 
gospel, that believes it to be the 
glorious scheme of infinite wisdom 
and grace for cis}faying the glory 
of God, and saving perishing sin- 
ners, but would be reacly to contri- 
- bute to the utmost of his power, for 
the success and accomplishment of 
its great design ? Who, that has: 
ever read, or heard that the name 
of Jesus Curist, the divine auth- 
or of this gospel, is the only name 
under heaven, given among men, 
by which any can be saved ; and 
that the preaching of this gos- 
pel is the instituted mean of this 


| salvation will not rejoice, that 
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‘God in his providence and grace, 
has awakened in his people an un- 
common spirit of pious charity, of 
missionary enterprize and exertion 
to carry the joyful sound of the 
gospel to those who have not heard 
it, to nations that have as yet sat 
in the region of the shadow of death; 
and who, but will adore and bless 
God, that such success has attend- 
ed these exertions, that rays of 
‘evangelical light have darted upon 
the dark regions of Zeeland,Green- 
and, and the northern Islands; the 
mild breath of the gospel has fan- 
ned the sultry sands of Afrita, 
and reached the distant regions of 
Indostan and the south-sea Isles ; 
that in these, and in many other 
places the standard of the cross 
has been planted,missionaries have 


‘been. gratefully received, their in- 
structions listened to, and they - 


pleased with the cheering sight of 
numbers repairing to this sacred 
standard, bowing to the sceptre of 
Jesus, renouncing their dumb idols, 
and embracing the law and gospel 
of the living and true God. In 
our own country,through the smiles 
of heaven upon similar,though very 
inferior, missionary exertions ; 
have some of the natives been 
brought tothe knowledge of the 
truth and their fierce and savage 
habits and manners have been sof- 
tened down into the mild spirit 
and genius of the gospel : but es- 
pecially have those wildernesses 
and solitary places into which our 
fellow citizens have from time to 
time emigrated felt the happy ef- 
fects of this pious charity; under the 
preaching of the gospel, they have 
budded and blossomed as the rose. 
Many that were stout hearted and 
far trom righteoussness, have been 
humbled to the meekness and gen- 
tleness‘of Christ,and enlisting them- 
selves under his banner, and associ- 
@ing for the worship and service of 
God,haverendered vocal with their 
ascriptions and adorations, those 
regions where were once only the 
howlings of savage beasts of prey, 
or the profaneness and supersti- 
tion of more savage men. 
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Suffer me then, christian friends, 
to solicit your patronage to the in- 
fantine ‘institution in this state, 
which has assumed the name of the 
PISCATAQUA MISIONARY SOCIEe 
Ty,and which this day holds out its 
feeble hands soliciting that you 
would uphold and strengthen them 


‘by your cheerful charity, Our 


weakness forbids our contemplating 
objects so extensive as are embrace 
ed by our elder sister societies. We 
must, at present, leave to others 
the bold, the adventurous, yet no- 
bly pious attempts of carrying the 
pel to the far distant heathen, 
and enlightening the savage nations 
that are enveloped in the deepest 
darkness and superstition ; objects 
nearer home, to which our means 
are more adequate, claim our ate 
tention, many of our new towns, 
in this and neighbering states, in 
which settlements are making, by 
inhabitants thinly scattered, are 
utterly destitute of means of reli- 
gious knowledge and instruction, 
and equally unable to provide 
themselves with them. These cer- 
tainly have a high claim upon our 
charity and compassion. They are 
not only our fellow-men, and fel- 
low-sinners ; but our fellow-citizens 
and fellow christians, They are 
connected with us in civil, social, 
and commercial ties. They went 
out from us to convert our forests 
into fruitful fields, and to enlarge 
the borders of our habitation, and 
shall we not provide them with 
means, being unable to provide 
them for themselves, to pre- 
serve the savor of divine things 
which they carried with them; 
to consecrate their new residences 
to the knowledge, worship, and ser. 
vice of God; to instruct their chil- 
dren in the principles of the oracles 
of God, and train them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, that their villages, their fam- 
ilies, and their souls may be “asa 
watered garden and as a spring of 
water whose waters fail not,” 
The nearness cf this object to us, 
anc the compar: tive facility with 
which it may be attempted com- 
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mends it to our attention, and would 
renderusiess excusable in negiect- 
ing it. Our missionaries have not 
to goto a people of a strange Jan- 
guage, and Wear out months and 
years to guality themselves to 
preach, pray, and converse with 
them. ‘They have not to put their 
life in their hands, and expase 
themselves to the rage, malice, and 
revenge, of jealous and bigoted 
kdolaters. They have only to re- 
linguish fora little while, the soft- 
er scenes and delicacies of domes- 
tic life, and preach to listening cir- 
eles, hungry for the bread of life,* 
* the glad tidings of salvation,” 
*the uasearchable riches of Christ,’ 
and to confirm and establish in the 
most holy faith, those who have fled 
tor reiuge to lay hold en the hope 
set before them in the gospel. 
‘Lhe priaciples and motives that 
have originated the institution, and 
which, it is presumed, will ever in- 
fluence and reguiate it, you may 
with confidence be assured, are as 
pure and disinterested as ordinari- 


Jy attend any thing human. We 


have no Sinister, scHfish, secular, or 
Our object is to 
promote the glory of God, in the 
spread of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, to extend the beneficial in- 
fluence of that divine system of 
truth and duty, by furnishing eur 
destitute fellow sinners with the in- 
stituted means of reiiyion, that they 
may be wise to salvation, and with 
ws be prepared for the riches of 
the inheritance of the saintsin light. 
We do therefore with confidence 
ask the aid and support of persons 








of all names and denominations, 
who Jove Géd or their fellow mer 
to a charitable institution that 
has so noble, benevoient, and disin- 
terested an objéct. We think,in the 
languagé of the text. “ That you 
ought to receive’ to countenance 
and aid such designs, “ that you 
may be fellow-helfers to the truth,” 
that you may be honored instru- 
ments of cooperating with Jesus 
Christ in the spread and confirma- 
tion of that kingdom which he 
founded in his sufferings and death, 
and which he will perfect in eter- 
nal glory, 

The institution has recieved coun- 
tenance and encouragement equal 
to our expectation, but net equal 
to our wishes, nor the hopes we 

ntertain, A respectable num- 
ber of gentlemen in this townt 


and its vicinity have become mem- 


bers and afe engaged to support it 
with their counsels and with a 
cheerful payment of the annuity 
that constitutes them members.} 
We have also recieved gtatuities 
to a small amount, from the pious 
and benevolent, which, by consti- 
tution, afte devoted to constitute 
a fund, that may give permanency 
to the society, and imcrease and 
extend its future usefulness. But 
we still solicit the addition of 
members to increase our respect- 
ability, aid our wisdom in manag- 
ing the cffairs of the society, 
Who that has leisure, that knows 
the worth and excellency of the 
gospel, that has a mind enlighten- 
ed by its ravs, atid a heart warm- 


L ed by its love, but will be ambi- 


* The miffionaries almoft invariably report the uncommon attention with which 
their difcourfes are heard, am! the gratetu! sense chat their hearers have, and see? 


¢ Portsmouth 


_ go want words to express, of their obligation to them and those who send them. 


Extract from the Constitution, Article 9. ‘* Any person may become 
member of the society by subscribing his name ro the constitution, and paying to 
the Treasurer, for the purpose of the institution feo dollars” Each subscriber 
shall be heli to pay two dollars annually co the Treasurer, until he shall express 
to the Seeretary, in writing a desire of being disconnected.” The inconvegjence 


‘ attending an aunual call upon the Treasurer, or the collecting so small an annual 


sum, renders it a desirable object, that the wealthy, and thofe who are in eafy cirt- 
eumstaaces thonld at once constitute themselvcs members for life, by paymg into 
she mands of the Treasurer, thirtythree dollars and a third. 
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tious of being members of a society 
that contemplates the diffusing its 
rich and everlasting blessings ? 
Should it not be convenient or 
agreeable to become members of | 
the society, allow us to hope that 
you will remember it in your 
prayers, and afford us that aid 
irom time to time by your cheer- 
ful contributions, which your be- 
nevolent and pious hearts shall dic- 
tate as becoming the disciples of 
Christ, who have all their hopes 
and expectations from him.* 

We pretend not to prescribe the 
measure of your charity ; but we 
sincerely recommend the objects of 
this missionary institution as wor- 
thy a portion of the goods with 
which God has intrusted you. We 
believe, if your views are right, it 
affords you an opportunity of lay- 
ing up treasure in heaven, and of 
adding to that inheritance which is 
incorruptible, undefiled and that 
fadeth not away. To minister to 
the relief of the poor, to the com- 


of the captive from slavery and 
chains, is a species of charity to 
which we are often summoned, 
But that, to which we now solicit 
you,contemplates the enlightening 
the dark minds of sinners, convert- 
ing them from sin to holiness, 
plucking them out of the snares of 
satan and their lusts, feeding them 
with the bread. of life, and nour- 
ishing them up to life everlasting. 
How pleasing will be the reflection, 
to the generous benefactor, in the 
view of the stccess of these mis- 
sionary exertions; that 4 portion of 
his substance has contributed to 
that success ? atid what transport 
will it afford to meet in heaven 
those to whose salvation these tri- 
fling gratuities have proved sub- 
servient ? We add no more. We 
commend the institution. to God, 
and to his providencial influence, 
declaring in the words of inspira- 
tion, “* that he who soweth 
bountifully shall reap bountifully,” 
* and that God loveth a cheerful 





fort of the afflicted,and to the ransom 


giver.” 


_* Atthe annual meeting which, by conftitution, is to be held in Portsmouth; 
it is expected there fhould be a contribution for the benefit of the funds of the 
Society ; but the attendants upon that meeting will principally consist of persons 
in the vicinity. Might it not be adviseable, would it not be pleafing to some. re- 
tired chriftians, to have occasional contributions in the churches in gemeral, to 
promote the pirposes of the missionary sociéty. 
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REMARKS ON THE HISTORY OF MANASSEH. 


II. CHRONICLES 33, 


-_~—-sD +o 


_ 1.121 is dangerous to arrive at 
power and dignity too early, or to 
Ke freed from the advice and di- 
tection of parents and faithful 
cuardians toc young. Many lay in 
wait and flatter such to their ruin. 
‘They are apt to be puffed up with 
pride, are void of experience, and 
readily fall into the condemnation 
of the devi], Manasseh,though ear- 
ly instructed by his pious father, 
did not withstand the current of 
temptation. He soon followed bad 
advisers and forsook the path of 
truth. He left the guide of his 
YOL, I, NUM. VI. Cc 





youth, walked in the counsel of the 
ungodly, stood in the way cf sin- 
nérs, arid sat in the seat of the 
scornful. How many an unhappy 
yolth,by early casting off restraint, 
has, like Manasseh, arrived at the 
most awful pitth of wickedness ! 
2. Few proceed so far in wick- 
edness, as they who trample on a 
réligiots education, None are 
more bitter enemies of the truth 
than apostates. They seem to 
have destroyed a]l moral sensibili- 
ty, and to be given to a reprobate 
mind. Manasseh, forsaking the 








~“ 
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wholesome instructions and exam- 
ple of his pious father, did worse 
than all the kings, who went be- 
fore him. He was a fanatic in 
idolatry, an enthusiast in the a- 
bominations of the heathen. Cease, 
my son, to hear the instruction that 
causcth to err from the words of 
knowledge. Enter not into the 
frath of the wicked, 


3. We see the great influence of 
bad examples, especially of those, 
who are ineminent stations. Their 
Vices are exceedingly contagious, 
and many by them are led into 
wickedness. The Jewish nation 
sunk deep in corruption, throtigh 
the influence of the wicked Man- 
assch. ‘The example of no one is 
unimportant. Every parent has 
the charge of souls, and his con- 
duct will greatly affect the pre- 
sent and eternal interests of his 
children and household. Children 
are very apt to tread in the wicked 
steps of parents. Amon followed 
his father Manasseh in his sins, 
but not in his repentance, Let 
your ight so shine before others, 
thai they may see your good works 


and glorify your father, who ts in 
heaven. 


4. What a grief would it be to 
many godly parents toreturn from 
death and behold the abominations 
of their children ! How would 
good Hezekiah have grieved at 
the conduct of Manasseh! The 
conduct of many children is a 
grief to théir parents while living, 
aad brings down their grey hairs 
with sorrow to the grave. It is 
alarming tobehold the r ising gen- 
eration departing from the picty 
of their ancestors, and excites the 
lamentation of God’s children, It 
becomes us to keep in memory 
the pious instructions of departed 
friends, and so to conduct, that, 
were they to behold us, we should 
not be ashamed,but meet their ap- 
probation. Sveing we are encom- 
jrassed with so great a cloud of 
qwitnesses, let us lay aside every 
nuvight,iand the sin which doth 
easily deset us, andlet us run with 


From all sin. 
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fratience the race set before ¢ 
looking unté Jesus. 

5. We behold the mercy of God 
in giving repeated warnings to ae 
most vile and obstinate sinners 
or in sorely affiicting them in or- 
der to bring them to duty. Ma- 
nasseh was thrown into great dis- 
tress, as was the nation, which 
had followed his pernicious exam- 
ple. The s@nshine of prosperity 
often hardens sinners ; but afflice 
tiens bring them to consideration. 
The sufferings of Manasseh 
brought down his pride, mdde 
him acknowledge the God of hea- 
ven, whom he had blasphemed, 
humble himself, and cry for mer- 
cy. Such are sometimes the bles- 
sed fruits of afflictions, and are 
great mercies from the hand of 
God, Saints and sinners derive 
benefit from them. Humility, 
submission, meekness and prayer 
are very natural fruits of afflictions. 

6. In Manasseh we see what 
are the fruits of sincere repen- 
tance. It will produce strong ex- 
ertions to restore the injured ho- 
nor and worship of God, to coun- 
teract the penicious influence of a 
former bad example, to use au- 
thority to suppress vice and pro- 
mote religion. True repentance 
is always accompanied with re- 
formation. We are strangers to 
it; while we allow sin in any in- 
stance to reign in our hearts. In 
great offenders compunction is of- 
ten very severe, and the visible 
change in their conduct. very 
great. 

7. God is willing to forgive true 
penitents. ‘lhe greatest monsters 
in wickedness, on repentance, 
have found mercy. A Manasseh 

was pardoned. ‘This should lead 
all, who are willing to lay aside 
their rebellion, and who sincerely 
desire to be forgiven, to hope. 
The blood of Christ cleanscth 
Though penitents 
may have good evidence, that 
they are parionnes yet they never 
will forget their sins. The mem- 
ory of them will excite contrition, 
caution and humility, and will in- 
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erease their admiration of the rich 
mercy of God in their forgiveness. 
Let the wicked forsake his way 
and the unrighteous man_ his 





thoughts ; and let him return unto 


E 


the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him ; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. 

| ' CLEMENS. 
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NUM. VI. 


TO an intelligent and improv- 
ed mind, nothing is more evident 
than that God, the great God, is 
is the author of all. the mercies 
which mortals enjoy. Nor can any 
thing give purer pleasure to the 
spirittal christian, than an im- 
pressive sense of the divine good- 
ness to the children of men. 

In the very idea that God is the 
bestower of every blessing, there is 
something unutterably pleasant 
and animating. And this is obvie 
ously the doctrine both of reason, 
and the -scriptures. Reason and 
the scriptures teach us to acknowl- 
edge God, through the whole sys-. 
tem of nature ; in the smallest, as. 
well as the greatest events. 

There are, indeed, certain phi- 
losophers, who assert that “ tothe 
system of nature there belong’ cer- 
tain original causes, established at 
the creation, from which, without 
the influence of Deity, all ef-. 
fects may be deduced.” But to me, 
this opinion appears at once ab- 
surd, and blasphemous, and afflic- 
tive. It annihilates in a great 
measure, the moral. attributes of 
the Divine nature. It. places the 
omnipotent, omni-present, and all-_ 
pervading spirit, in that state of in-. 
dolence which is ad/-together incon- 
sistent with every idea of divine 
perfection. It impiously asserts, 
that infinite power is. perpetually 
dormant, infinite wisdom forever 
inactive, and infinite goodness al- 
ways unemployed. 

In that scheme, which thus ex- 
cludes God from his works, I can 
fad no present satisfaction, no foun- 
dation fer hope in time to come, It | 





leaves me as forlorn, and comfort 
less, as it is itself absurd, and blas- 
phemous. It commits the disposal. 
of my individual and domestic’ 
interests, to the undirected caprice 
of chance,or to the unalterable laws 
of a blind, and inexorable fate. 
Amidst its deep, and awful darke-. 
ness, I can discern no security for 
private or social bliss ; no basis for 
personal or domestic prosperity. 
To light me from that dismal? 
gloom which infidelity would 
spread over me, the hand of nature,’ 
providence, and grace holds out a 
bright illustrious lamp. The voice . 
of reason. assures me, that all 
events are under the direction and’ 
government of God. The light of 
nature affords me clear evidence, 
for the establishment, and confir- 
mation of thisdoctrine, But,bless« 
ed be God, E am not left to this, 
The adorable JEHovan has re- 
vealed himself to me, in his word, 
as the governor of the world. Yes, 
the book of God assures me, that 
the active interposition of Deity 
directs and overrules the course 
of events, both in the natural and 
moral world. It invitesme tobe.. 
hold the arm of the Almighty, 
reaching from heaven to earth,and 
accomplishing the designs of infi- 
nite mercy. It teaches me té own 
the immediate influence of a super: 
intending providence, not only in 
the great concerns of the world, 
and of my country ; but also in my 
domestic comforts ; in thé smiles 
‘of heaven upon my dear family, 
and in the health, the happiness 
and increase of my offspring. 
I desire therefore to take a sole. 
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emn and affectionate notice of 
that recent proof, which God has 
given of his unmerited goodness to 
my family. He hath mercifully 
interposed for the salvation of my 
dear consort, in moments of imme- 
diate peril. He hath preserved 
her precious life, when hardly a 
gleam of hoperemained. He hath 
blessed us by making her the liv- 
ing mother of a living child. Ve- 
rily “‘ children are the heritage of 
*.the Lorn, and the fruit of the 
“* womb is his reward.” To the 
source of all merciful communica- 
tion I would, on this occasion, ad- 
dress.unceasing and sincere thanks- 
givings. “I will bless thee,O Lorp 
my God ; my heart shall rejoice 
** in thy salvation. I will sing un- 
“to the Lord, because he hath 
*€ dealt bountifully with me.” 

Through the gracious visitation 
of my adored master, we are bles- 
sed with the gift of another child, 
a third son a little cion, which, I 
trust, God will vouchsafe to own, 
and graciously ingraft, in very 
early life, in the true olive; a 
deathless atom of new existence, 
which divine grace will, I hope, 
prepare for glory, honor, and a 
blessed immortality ; a vital spark 
struck from the eternal rock nev- 
er to be extinguished ; but which 
shall, in the career of an endless 
duration, arise to a celestial flame, 
brighten.in all the beauties of im- 
mortality, and shine, to the glory 
of God, forever and ever. 

On this auspicious event, I can- 
not. repress the emotions which 
arise from a recollection of the 
great goodness of God, vouchsafed 
to his unworthy servant. But 
gratitude to God must not be all 
my work. No; tocordial thanks- 
givings to the gracious giver, I 
would add humble and importu- 
nate supplications to the hearer of 
prayer. Almighty God ! adora- 
ble Parent of the universe ! cease 
not, I beseech thee, to speak good 


-concerning thy servant, and con- 


cerning his house, for many, ve- 
yy many yearsyettocome. Thou 
who art mighty‘in working, and 


: 


“= 





ordainest strength for the feeble, 
do thou perfect thy goodness to 
thine enfeebled handmaid, and 
command, that her strength, and 
her health may sfeedi/y' revive, 
and be established. And O thou 
all gracious Lorn ! thou lover of 
little children ! thou Savior of in- 
fants } thou who hast said in thy 
word, ‘“ Suffer little children to 
* come unto me, and forbid them 
“ not ;” hear, O vouchsafe to 
hear the prayer of a father, whose 
anxious heart trembles, and lan- 
guishes forthe salvation, the pre- 
sent,and everlasting salvation of his 
beloved babe. He is now born intoa 
precarious state ; a world of snares, 
and dangers, and vicissitudes. Of 
thine infinite and free mercy do 
thou grant that he may early, very 
early, experience a second birth, 
and be born of God; born into 
Christ’s spiritual kingdom. Thus 
jet this son soon become an infant 
saint, a youthful christian, an em- 
bryo angel. 

' Already he is, as I trust, a Sam- 
uel ; a son received of the Lorn ; 
g son who shall, by the grace of 
God, be brought, “that he may 
“ appear before the Lorp and 
“ there abide forever ; for I have 
“ lent him to the Lord, and as long 
‘Cas he liveth he shall be lent to 
“ the Lord.” Andnow, O my God, 
do thou bless the lad ; and grant 
that he may, of thy great goodness, 
for many, many a year, be found 
to be a Noah, to comfort his fath- 
er and his Mother, when travelling 
down the vale of life. Oh ! make 
him, though now a speechless in- 
fant at the breast, an Isaac, a child 
of promise, and an heir of glory. 
Then, when he shall take his leave 
of this world, he shall arrive at 
heaven ; shall claim an happy al- 
liance with superior and immortal 
natures ; shall stand near to the 
throne of God ; shall brighten with 
the splendors of moral glory for- 
ever, and be of that happy number 
who inhabit the mansions prepared 
for them, by Him who is “ the res- 
“ urrection and the life.” Regard, 
© Lorn, I beseech thee, the 








prayer of thy servant; and QO, 
do thou graciously grant answers 
of peace “ according to thy riches 
‘in glory, by Jesus Christ.” Amen. 

Thursday evening. On the 


next Lord’s day I purpose, by di-_ 


yine permission, to carry my in- 
fant son to the house of God, and 
in the midst of the church, to de- 
vote him to God, at the batismal 
font. With particular reference 
to that solemn, but delightful tran- 
saction, I have set apart some 
hours of the preceding day, for se- 
cret retirement, self-examinaticn 
and prayer. I desire now to re- 
collect, and record some of the ex- 
ercises of the occasion. 

And in the first place,I am con- 
strained to note that shortly after I 
had sequestered myself from the 
world, the Lord was pleased to 
penetrate my heart with a sense 
of his astonishing patience and 
forbearance.” ©O my God, let not 
the riches of thy goodness and 
torbearance, and long suffering, be 
wholly lost upon me, Of thine in- 
finite mercy, grant that these ami- 
able perfections ofthy nature may 
allure and draw my whole soul to 
cleave undividedly to thee, and 
yield a cheerful obedience to the 
precepts of thy holy religion.” 

‘ It 1s now more than twenty 
years since I first publicly recog- 
nised any adherence to the cove- 
nant of God’s glorious grace,and my 
obligation to all its requirments. 
{ have, since that time, repeatedly 
and on various occasions, renewed 
my engagements to be the Lord’s. 
On my bended knees, with hands 
lifted towards heaven, I have ex- 
plicitly consecrated myself and 
my allto God. But, Ah ! how lit- 
tle has my lite comported with my 
profession, and with those bonds 
which I am under ? I am the 
Lord’s by consecration, superad- 
ed to every other possible claim. 
But, alas ! my treacherous heart, 
i have been unfaithful to God. I 
{ have been forgetful of his coye- 
nant, I bave been unstable in my 
spirit. I have been defective in 
my dutv, I have revolted from 
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the Lord. And can the ailglori- 
ous God visit with his refreshing 
influences, a creature so undeserv- 
ing, and who has done so much to 
forfeit every favor ? And will 
the Lord renewedly lift the light 
of his reccnciled and smiling 
countenanceupon a soul, so envel- 
oped in darkness, and loaded 
with guilt ? 

I desire seriously, and in exer- 
cises of deep humility, to own, 
that I have not realized spiritual 
things, nor improved spiritual 
privileges, as Tought. Hence it 
is that my heart has become so 
cold and dead. Hence arises my 
formality in devotion, Yes, the 
Lord is righteous, for I have sin- 
ned ;and all my listlessness and 
languor flow from my guilty self. 
My sins,alas ! my numercus sins ! 
They have separated between God 
and my soul, My iniquites have 
prevailed against me. ‘They have 
formed that awful cloud, which 
has shut out the rays of heart-felt 
light and comfort. God is holy ; 
his grace is free ; but I have for- 
feited it. 

When I had entered on the ex- 
ercises of the past day, being sep- 
arated from every avocation, I was 
led into a review of the frame of 
my heart, and the tenor of my life. 
And never, I think, never did I 
see more clearly, my weakness, 
and unworthiness. I looked into 
myself ; I called to mind my 
criminal indolence and inactivity 
in duty ; I meditated the power of 
indwelling sin ; I reflected on my 
sumerous offences—and my spirits 
sunk within me ; my heart failed ; 
my soul was discouraged ; and ¥ 
said within my heart, * how can I 
appear in the presence of that God, 
before whom angels vail their faces. 
I was ashamed, yea even confound- 
ed ; for God is holy—and who, O 
who can stand before such a holy 
Lorp Gop. 

At the commencement of the ex- 
ercises of retired devotion in which 
Thave been occupied, my mind 
seemed to be enveloped in dark- 
ness, and covered with clouds. My 
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perplexities were uuu itterable ; my 
fears insupportable, and ’ the 
thoughts of my heart numerous, 
and depressing. But blessed be 
my ROCK who was graciously 
pleased to prevent me with his 
favor. O that I could render 

to God the glory due unto his 
name. QO that this heart of mine 
might forever retain a grateful 
sense of my Lord’s grace and 
mercy tome. I wilt record the 
goodiuess of God, that He may 
have the glory, and that whenev- 
er I review the dealings of my 
z 

ted to renewed gratitude, and to 
sincere reliance on him at al! 
times. 

I desire, therefore inthe next 
place,with deep humility,and ador- 
ing gra:titude,to note the goodness of 
God, in scattering the clouds which 
had settled around ime ; in remov- 
ing, in some happy measure, my 
darkness, and refreshing me with 
the light of his countenance, 

In doing this, God was pleased to 
ead me through the several steps 
of that scheme of grace, unfolded 
in the bible. In it he led me to 
behold that whole salvation, for 
which my soul had languished 
And never, I think, never did I 
see the gospel ore more plain, 
glorious. My heart made 

cheerfil choice of it. 
e possessed my mind. 


mare 


new and 
~hthage Fy AC 
i ested on Cc hU al) Ouic 
Ir don the rock, and could, 


iE thought, have trusted and tri- 
uny phed in him, as the Lord my 
righteous ness, even were I stand- 
ing at the awful, glorious bar of 
God. My perplexities were re- 
moved ; my doubts were taken 
way ; my ficars were gone, and I 
said within my heart, “ I wiil 
** unto the alt ir of God, unto God 
“ my exceeding jov.” Yes, I will 
gounto the : ‘ltar of God ; I will, 
as Hannah did, carry with me, 
roy infant babe, my beloved son, 
that he may appear before the 
Tord, and there abide forever, 
1 will go unto God, my exceeding 
joy, and renewedly awouching the 


as 


gracious Master, I may be excf- 





great Jehovah, Father, Son, and ‘ 


Extract from tte Private Diary of 2 Christian Minsier. 


Holy Ghost for my God, I will de 
dicate to him myself, my house- 
hold, my children, all ‘that I am, 
all that I have, to his service and 
glory forever. I will, particular. 
ly, devote to God, in the ordinance 
of christian baptism, my infant. 
son, and leave him with the Lord 
forever, 

With a heart overflowing with 
gratitude, I desire to adore the 
God of religion, who has. made it 
my duty, on the arm of faith and 
of prayer, to carry my children, as 
they are ’ eraciously given to me, 
and present them to the Lord Je- 
susChrist. Though christians are 
divided in epinion about some 
things, in which our tender off-, 
spring are concerned, here, surely, 
they should be universally and en-. 
tirely agreed ‘To carry them to 
Christ, the Savior of the souls of 
infants, as well as of their fathers, 
should be the first thing we do for 
them ; the first thing every day, , 
and the last every night, 

All christian parents must, sure- 
ly, feel it their cuty to devote their 
children to Christ, at least in se- 
cret, and in private. Nor can 
they permit that common question, 
‘“ whai good can it do the child, ta 
present it to God,” to have such 
weight astohinder them. It is 
their duty, and their privilege, 
and they cannot omit it. 

Every time the christian prays 
with, and for hts children,he bears 
them on his heart, and carries,and 
devotes them tothe Lord. And 
that parent has not the heart of a 
christian, who never does thus ; 
who neither prays with nor for his 
children ; who never brings, nor 
consecrates them to Christ. The 
heart of a christian ? No, he has 
the heart of an infidel ; of an un- 
believer ; of ------ How, O hoy 

can h e lay them down at evening! 
How can he lay himself down at 
night without this ? And if death 
should have commission, before the 
dawning of another day, to hurry 
them into eternity ; ah ! how wilt 
he convey them to the erave ? How 
will he meet them at the last day, 
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‘fhe has never brought them to 
Christ, nor devoted them tothe 
Lord, in the engagements of his 
gracious covenant. | 

As for me, I will, by the grace 
of God, make it my special care, 
this very night, to carry my dear 
children to my God and Redeem- 
er, with hu: mility, seriousness, and 
gratitude. Yes, in the exercise of 
a tender reliance on divine mercy, 
I will make this my first care ev- 
ery morning, and a last care ev= 
ery evening. O that the ador able 
father of mercies would accept, 
and own, and bless them. Then, 
when Christ shall come to make 
up his jewels, I shall be permitted 
through grace, to say, “here am f, 
‘} Lorpb, and the children which 
“ thou hast given me.’ 

My all gracious Lord has, as I 
trust, enabled me, with some sin- 
cerity and pleasure, to dedicate 
my children to him, both at their 
birth and often since ; both in the 
secret closet, and in the private 
family. He has done more. Hr 
has encouraged and strengthened 
me tocarry them all, my beloved 
babe excepted, to Christ, and de- 
vote them to n1M, in the ordinance 
of christian baptism. And dim, I 
am going soon to present unto the 
Lord, in the same sacfed institu- 
tion. On this delightful service I 
will enter, free from all apprehen- 
sion of perplexity, or hindrance 
from the common enguiry, “ What 
good can your child receive from 
this public rite?” As the weight 
of obligation which les upon me, 
asa christian parent, ta’pray with, 
and for my child, and to devote 
him to Christ in secret and in pri- 
vate cannot Le lessened by the in- 
quiry, “ what good can an uncon- 
scious child receive from the 
performance of such services ?” so 
neither can it relax my obligation 
in the case before me. On the 
whole, therefore, I dare not, I 
cannot suffer any such feeble sug- 
gestions, to forbid my entrance on 
the duty in contemplation. 

In the view of this solemn trans- 
action my heart is comiorted with 
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the assurance that God my Re- 
deemer, asthe Savior of infants, 
will accept my intended act of 
dedication, and receive my son in- 
to covenant relation to himself, 
Verily, the goodness of God thus 
exercised, is free and condescend> 
ing ; and my heart breathes forth 
the language of David and of Mi- 
cah, * Who am I, O Lord.God, 
‘Cand what is my house that thou 
“hast brought me hitherto? And 
*‘ this was yet a small thing in thy 
“sisht, O Lord God ; but thou 
“ hast spoken also of thy servants 
‘“‘ house, for a great while tocome; 
** and is this the manner of man,O 
“ Lord God? Therefore now let it 
“ please thee to bless the house of 
* thy servant, that it may continue 
6 forevér before thee ; for theu, O 
‘© Lord God, has spoken it, and 
“ with thy blessing ‘Jet the house 
of thy servant be blessed forev- 
“er, Who is a God like unto thee, 
“that pardoneth iniquity, and pas- 
* seth by the transgression of the 
“ remnant of his heritage. Thou 
“ wilt perform the truth to Jacob 
“and the mercy to Abraham, 
* which thou hast sworn unto our 
*‘ fathers from the days of old.” 
Saturdayevening. The transaction 
in which I expect to be engaged 
on the morrow, is confessedly very 
solemn and interesting. I am go- 
ing to claim the badge, the livery 
of Christ { for my beloved babe. J 
am going to receive anew the ten- 
der token of my Father’s good- 
wess; and dispense, with my own 
hand, one of the sacred pledges of 
my Redeemer’s love to his people. 
But though this transaction is very 
solemn and momentous,I can, § 
think, enter on it with sacred free- 
dom and delight. And were I now 
assured that, from the baptismai 
font, I should be surnmoned to the 
har of God, I could not relinguish 
the great desig 
Lord’s dayevening. Agreeably te 
ny deliberate resolution, I ave, 
to day, dedicated my child te God 
in baptism. He is now the Lord’s 
property, committed to my care, 
te train up for lis service. 
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have now an all-important work 
to do ; an interesting duty to per- 
form ; andI have great need of 
Streagth, and direction in it. In 
a sense of my own. fasuffisiency, 
I disclaim all confidence in my- 
self. In a sense of my own weak- 
ness, I desire to lay hold on my 
Redeemer’s strength. O that God 
would afford me his influences of 
Streagth, and grace! O that I 
may ever fiad him present with 
me, drawing me to duty with a 
hand unseen ! Let but divine aids 





streagthen, support, and assist ms; 
and every duty will be easy and 
delightful, 

And now, MOST GRACIOUS 
KING OF ZION, remem er thy gra- 
cious promise, “I will pour out 
“my spirit upon thy seed, and 
“my blessing upon thine off- 
** spring ; and my spirit shall not 
** depart from thy posterity, nor 
* my word from the mouth of thy 
** seed, nor out of the mouth of thy 
* seed’s seed, from henceforth . 
and forever, AMEN, 
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ON SUICIDE. 


MESSRS. EDITORS, 


SUICIDE, you are sensible, is a 
crime most unreasonable in itself, 
and extremely shocking to the 
minds of all sober and considerate 
persons. It is a daring violation 
of God’s law, and an impious in- 
fringement upon his right of 
disposal. It argues the high- 
est discontent and impatience un- 
der the divine hand, which isa 
temper of mind extremely contra- 
ry to that, which we are bound to 
feel and exercise, as men, and as 
christians. No deed is more repug- 
nant tonature, and to that priziciple 
of self preservation which God has 


implanted in us : and it must be 


considered as giving filace to the 
devil ; who never acts more 
agreeably to his own character, 
being a murdercr from the begin- 
hing, than when he tempts men to 
destroy both soul and body at once. 
tis a presumptuous and bold re- 
solving, that, whatever measure of 
duty God has prescribed for men 
to fill up in this world, they who 
are bent on this ceed will serve 
him no longer ; and is, alas! a 
rushing hastily into eternity ! not 
considering the consequence of it, 
nor the awful tribunal of the great 
Judg*, before which they must in- 
evitably appear, to give an account 
of this, as well as every other sin- 
ful deed done in the body ! 
As this awful crime is sometimes 








— 


committed by mankind all that can, 
should be said and done in opposi- 
tion to it. The following argu 
ments and considerations against 
itare submitted to your inspection, 
and may be made public at this 
time, if you think they may be in- 
strumental of good to man ; too 
apt, alas ! to be thoughtless, vain 
and rash ! 

O man, exposed as thou art, to 
sin, to temptation and danger, re- 
fiect on the indispensable duty of 
preserving thy health and thy life. 
Whatever may be thy situation, 
Live! and wisely improve that 
life and those privileges, which are 
given thee. If thou art distréssed 
in mind—Live ! Serenity and joy 
may yet dawn upon thy soul. if 
thou hast been, and still art con- 
tented and cheerful—Live, and dif- 
fuse among others the happiness 
thou enjoyest. If misfortunes have 
befallen thee by thy own miscon- 
duct—Live ! and be wiser for the 
future : Ifthey have befallen thee 
by the faults of others, Live ! thou 
hast nothing, on that account, 
wherewith to reproach thyself. If 
thou art indigent and he!lpless— 
Live—the face of things may 
agreeably change. If thou art rich 
and prosperous—Live, and enjoy 
what thou dost possess. Jf any 


one has injured thee—Live ! His 
own crime will be his pumisher : 
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Sear the Lord their God, and 0b- 


er :. Tf thet hast injured another— 
live! and recompense the injury 
by thy good offices. . If thy char- 
acter be attacked unjustly—live ! 
time will remove the aspersion : 
If the reproaches, cast on thee, are 
well founded—live ! and cease to 
deserve them in future. If thou 
art, at present, obscure and undis- 
tinguished—live ! to be one day 
more conspicuous : If thou art al- 
ready eminent and applauded— 
live | and preserve the honors thou 
hast acquired. If thou hast hitherto 
been negligent, and useless to so- 
ciety—live ! and make amends by 
thy future conduct: If thou hast 


Reading of the holiy Scriptures. 


















ed—live ! and repent of thy er- 
rors : If thou hast been wise ard 
virtuous—live! that by thee man- 
kind may be further benefited. If 
thou disbelievest a future state— 
live! and be as happy and useful 
in this, as thou canst : If thou dest 
hope for immortality—live | and 
prepare to enjoy it, 
Thus it is, that in whatever 
condition thou art placed, O man, 
reason informs thee, that it is thy 
duty to do all the good thou canst 
to society, and to fulfil the inten- 
tion of thy Creator, by enjoy- 
ing with gratitude, that life, and 
those blessings he has been pleased 
to bestow upon thee, and to bear 





been active and industrious—live ! 

and communicate to others the | 
improvements thou hast made. 
If thou hast enemies spiteful ene- 
mies—live ! and disappoint their 
malevolence: If thou hast kind 
and faithful friends— live ! to bless 
and protect them: If hitherto 


with patience and resignation, 
| those trials and. tribulations that 
may fall to thy lot. 

This is the only life of wisdom 
utility and inwafd peace ; an 
that can rationally be expected te 
end with safety joy and triumph, 

BENEVOLWS. 
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The Reading of the holy Scriftures,as a frart of the fublic exercises 
of God’s house, shown to be froferand useful. 


GOD approved this part of the 
public religious exercises of the 
Jewish church, by directing the 
law to be read at some of her 
most solenin festivals. Moses de- 
livers the law to the sons of Levi 
with this charge, In the feast of 
tabernacles, when all Israelis come 
to afifear before the Lord thy 
God in the filace, which he shall 
choose, thou shalt read this lawin 
their hearing. An important rea- 
son is subjomed, chat they may 
hear, and that they may learn and 


serie to do all the words of this 
law. 

But the public reading, of the 
scvieflires was not confined to 
these great national feasts. It was 
a stated part of their weekly reli- 
gious worship, 5St. James informs 
us, that. Afoses of old time hath in 
every city them that preach him 


being read in the synagoeues ev- 





ery sabbath day. Itis not easy te 
determine when religious worship 
was first performed in the syna- 
gouges. But considering the vast 
number of religious instructors 
among the Jews, the strictness, 
with which they observed their 
sabbath, the importance of public 
worship, and the impossibility of a 
large part of the nation attending it, 
at the tabernacle or the temple, it 
is highly probable, that houses for 
public worship were early erec- 
ted. Some learned men have sup- 
posed, the synagogue worship was 
established soon after the children 
cf Israelcame into peaceful pos- 
session of the promised iand. Ip 
thelxxiv. Psalm, which is discrip- 
tive ofthe great desolation caused 
by some enemy, probably by Ne- 
buchadnezzer, the destruction of 
the synagogues is lamented as a 
grievous judgment. They were 
very numerous ir the time ef the 
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Maccabees and our Savior. But 
what is sufficient for our purpose, 
the public reading of the scrips 
tures in the Jewish synagogues 
has the approbation of our Sas« 
vior’s example. Jesus came to 
Nazareth, where he had been 
brought ufi: and as his cusiem 
was, he went inio the synagogue 
on the sabbath day and siood uft 
jor toread. And there was deliv- 
eredunto him the book of the fropih- 
et Esaias. Here our blessed Sa- 
vior, who perfectly knew and 
did the will of his heavenly Fath- 
er, has giv en testimony, by his ex- 
ample, of God’s approbation and 
acceptance of this part of the pub- 
lic exercises of his house. And 
further, we feel assured, that he 
would take part in no religious ex- 
ercise, much less customarily lead 
in it, which was not proper, use- 
ful and important. And can any 
reason be assigned, why the read- 
ing of the scriptures is not as ac- 
ceptable to God, and as useful 
and importantin christian church- 
es, as in Jewish synagogues : 
‘They are certainly as instructive, 
interesting «and important, now 
the canon of the scriptures is 
complete, as when less perfect. 
And have we not as much reason, 
as the Jews had, to hear, that we 
may learn, and fear the Lord and 
obey his precepts ? 
There is reason 
sacred scriptures were read by 
the apostles and primitive chris- 
tians in the assemblies of the faith- 
ful, St. Paul gives this command 
to the Collossians 1 his ep istle to 
them ; [Vhei this ¢ read 
anwing you, cause tt to be read 
also the Laodt- 
ceans ; and thai ye likewise read 
the efiistle from Laodicea. To 
the Thesselonians hesays, /charge 
wou by the Lord, that, this efitstle 
fa read unto all the holy breth- 
ren. No doubt it was read, and 
whenthe church were assembled 
for divine wi By this solemn 
charge the apostle might intend 
to remind them, that this epistle 
was not a Common letier, but one 
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Zhe reading of the holy Scrifitures. 


divinely inspired, and that they 
should rank it among those scrip - 
tures, which they statedly read in 
their religious blies. Dec- 
ter Mosiiem,a historian of high 
credit, speaking of the chris- 
tian worship in the first centu- 
ry, observes, * the aposties and 
their disciples took all possible 
care, and in the earliest 
times of the that these 
sacred books,’ (meaning the 
scriptures) ** might be in the hands 
of all christians, that they might 
be read and explained in the as- 
semblies of the faithful, and thus 
contribute, both in prevate and mn 
public, to excite in the minds of 
christians a fervent zeal for the 
truth, and a firm attachment to 
the ways of piety.” Speaking of 
christian pt sere in the second 
century, he says, * during these 
sacred meetings, prayers were 
repeated, the holy scriptures were 
publicly read, short discourses up- 
on the duties of paler ns were 
addressed to the Len ple, yarn 
were 
lations, 
ful, was employed 
tion of the Lord's supper, and 
feasts of charity.” This account 
of the antient worshtp of christians 
is corroborated by Justin Martyr, 
an eminent father in the 
who fiourished within half a cen- 
tury after the death of St. John, 
and must have been acquainted 
with the order of worship establish 
ostles. In anapology for 
the christians, he says, * that, on 
that day, which the heathens, call 
Sunday, alf wholive in the cities 
or villages, meet together 1a the 
sam e plac e, where the writings of 
rae postles and prophets are read, 
and we ible.”?’ This cus 
tom was continued i the 
purer ages or the christian church, 
and its propriety, or usefulness 
never, as we find, questioned by 
anv. It was reco meee’ by the 
first reformers from popery 
established in most poms 
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{he public religious exercises of 
God’s people, is no new invention 
of man ; but a practice as old as 
the scriptures themselves. It 
originated in the appointment of 
God ; it is entorced by the exe 
ample ef our Savior, and recom- 
mended by the practice of the 
apostles, the pious and the church 
of Christ in all ages, Why then 
shouid not all our churches be fol- 
dowers of them, who through 
fiuith and fiatience are now ine 
periting the promises in this, as 
well as in other things ? 

‘Lise reading of the sacred scrip- 
tures 3S nentactie consonant with 
the design of the institution of pub- 
jic worship. One end, for which 
we assemble in the house of God 
with our fellow christians is uni- 
tedly to honor him, Is not this 
end in some measure answered, 
by expressing our love and rever- 
ence for his “word, in making it 
a part of our solemn religious ex- 
ercises, and in attentiv ely listen- 
ing to and treasuring up its impor t- 
ant councils, warnings and in- 
structions 2? When the rez iding of 
it has received his approbation, 
and long been the practice of his 
people, | hi: 1s not the rejecting it, as 
a part of our religious services, 
at least, on appearance of disres 
pect, anc consequently of irrever- 
ence to the a e 

Do we attend public w orship, 
that we may have communion 
with our Father in heaven, and 
the blessed. Savior ? In the holy 
scriptures, God displaying his 
glorious and rae ible perfectio ns 
before us. He drawsnear us, and 
condescends to speak with us, 
as it were, with an audible voice 
and of things of everiasting mo- 
me nt. Tn the gOsp el Jesus Christ 
is stil] pre: aching the glad tidings 
of salvation, and invites us tocome 
to him, and receive a supply for 
all our spiritual warts, There is 
2 divine influence, which often ac- 

companies the word, and fills the 
heart. which receives it in love, 
with the purest joy. ‘Though we 






















































of God and behold the flames. of 
Sinai, yet when we hear the holy 
scriptures read, we are to receive 
them not as sha words of man, but 
of God himself, And in this way 
may we have communion with 
kim. 

Another important design of 
public worship is to instruct the 
ignorant, awaken the secure in 
sin, direct the enquiring, comfort 
the sorrowful, quicken, strengthen, 
and establish saints. What is so 
well adapted to effect these im- 
portant purposes, as a Close, so- 
lemn attention to the sacred scrip- 
tures? Zhey are profitable for 
doctrine, for refirogf, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteous. 
ness, that the man of God may be 
herfect, thoroughly furnished untae 
all good works. Ji we lack wisdom 
let us go to the fountain. The 
streams cannot be more pure than 
the source, frem which they flow. 
No where is there mere alarming 
considerations to arouse slumbera 
ing sinners, than in the sacred ora- 
cles, No where can be found clear- 
er,or safer directions for those, who 
are enquiring the way of life. Here 
are the best consolations for the 
sorrowful heart, and the balm of 
Gilead for the wounded = spirit, 
Flere are presented  quicken- 
ing motives to the slothful, great, 
sure and precious promises are 
made to strengthen and give ac. 
tivity to our faith, and establish 
our wavering resolutions. Here 
are the characters of all described, 
and every one may find something 
suited to his necessities. 

The holy scriptwres are an im- 
portant meah of grace, and a 
principle instrument, by which 
sinners are converted, and saints 
trained up for glorv. They con« 
tain the words of ternal life, and 
are able to make us wise 7nf0 
salvation, through faith in Christ. 
Faith comcth by hearing and 
hearing ihe  vord. Christians 
are said tobe born by the word, 
and sanctified through the truth, 
They are the sword of the spirit, 





do not, like Israel, hear the voice 





with which we are to fight and 
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conquer all our spiritual enemies. 
While seeking grace through the 
means, one s9 important as the 
Sacred scriptures ought not to be 
neglected in our public religious 
exercises. 

It has been objected to the read- 
ing the sacred scriptures in public, 
that families are furnished with 
them, and may search them in 
private. The public reading of 
the holy oracles does not preclude 
the necessity of making them our 
daily meditation in the closet and 


« family. We cannot know them too 


well. None are so wise but they 
may grow wiser, nor so good but 
they may be made better by them. 
There are few societies, which 
do not contain some members, 
who are unable to search the 
scriptures themselves, or whose 
knowledge of the art of reading 
is so small, that they can peruse 
them with but little profit. “fo 
such the reading them in public 
will be peculiarly beneficial. 
Besides some are so inattentive 


to their immortal souls, as to neg- 


Ject the words of eternal life in pri- 
vate and their families, and yet 
attend public worship. If at any 
time they look into their bibles, the 


cares of the world destroys the | 


good seed, and it brings forth no 
fruit. Who, that feels the worth 
of souls, would not desire, that 
God's word might be read to them, 
when the cares of the world are 
in some degree banished, and | 
their minds solemmized by prayer, | 





hoping that the divine spirit might 
apply some passage to their con. 
science, and awaken them from 
their death-like slumbers. 

If we have a suitable reverence 
and love for God’s word, this 
part of the religious exercise of. 
his house will be both pleasing 
and interesting. It will serve te 
prepare us better for other duties. 
Who, realizing the importance of 
divine truth, can hear it without 
impressions of seriousness and so- 
lemnity ? On the other hand the 
house of God, the devotion of 
others, and especially prayer, is 
adapted to raise the affections, al- 
lay the passions, banish the preju- 
dices and cares of the world, and 
fit the heart for the reception of 
the word. Thus prepared the 
truths, which at other times have 
been heard without improvment, 
may make a happy and lasting 
impression. 

Since we are probationers for 
the eternal world, it becomes us to 
improve every privilege and to 
neglect no means, by which we 
may honor God, and become gual. 
ified to enjoy him. Search the 
scriptures, with an earnest desire 
to understand and be conformed 
to him ; and with, the reverence 
and love, which becomes us to at- 
tend to the declarations of Al- 


‘mighty God ; and may the divine 


spirit so impress divine truths 
on our hearts, that we may be made 
wise unto salvation through faith 
in Christ. SCRIPTURISTA. 


SCRIPTURE REMARKS. 


Acts xviii. $. Because he was 
of the same craft, he abode with 
them, and wrought ; for by their 
eccufiation they were tent mak- 
ers. 

IT was a received custom among 
the Jews for every man, of what 
rank or quality soever, to Jearn 
some trade or handy craft. One 
of their proverbial expressions is, 
that whoever teaches not his son a 





trade, teaches him to bea thief. In 
those hot countries, where tents 
(which were commonly made of 
skins or leather sewed together to 
keep out the violence of the weath- 
er) were used, not only by soldiers, 
but by trav ellers, and others whose 
business required them tobe a- 
broad, a tentmaker was no mean 
or unprofitable employment. This 
custom so generally practiced by 
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the Jews, was adopted also by 
other nations in the east. Sir Paul 
Rycaut observes, that the Grand 
Seignor, to whom he was embassa- 
dor, was taught to make woeden 
spoons. ‘The intention of this u- 
sage was not merely amusement, 
but to furnish the persons so in- 
structed with some method of ob- 
taining a living, should they eyer 

be reduced to want and poverty. 

S. BURDEN, Oriental 
‘Customs. 

Galatians iii. 1. O foolish Gala- 
fions, who hath bewitched, or de- 
ceived, you. 

It is not tobe imagined, that the 
apostle, by the use of this expres- 
sion gave any countenance to the 
popular error, which prevailed, 
not only among the heathens, but 
among some of the more ignorant 
and superstitious christians ; that 
ef facination or bewitching with 
the eye. The language of the 
apostle is only a strong expression 
of surprise at the departure of the 
Galatians from the purity of the 
gospel. It however reminds us of 
those practices of the heathens, 
which are spoken of by various 
writers. They believed that much 
mischief might ensue from an evil 
eye or from being regarded with 
envious and malicious looks. 

IDEM. 
Psalms cxxvi.iv. Turn again our 
cafitivity, O Lord, as the streams 
gn the south. ‘This image is tak- 
en from the /orren¢s in the deserts 
in the south of Judea, in Idumea, 
Arabia Petrea, &c. a mountainous 
country. These torrents were 
constantly dried up in summer, 
(see Job vi. 17, 18.) and as constant- 
ly returned after the rainy season 
and filled again their deserted 
channels. The point of the com- 
parison seems to be the return and 
renewal of these (not rivers, but) 
torrents, which yearly Jeave their 
beds dry, but fill them again; as 
the Jews left their country desolate 
wut flowed again into it. 
Forne’s Comnientary. 

John v. 35. He was a burning 

and shining light, This charac- 


| 





ter of John the Baptist is perfectly 
conformable to the mode of exe 
pression adopted by the Jews. It 
was usual with them to call any 
person, who was celebrated for 
knowledge, a candle. Thus they 
say that Shuah, the father in law 
of Judah, (Gen. xxxviili. 2.) was 
the candle or light of the place, 
where he lived, because he was 
one of the most famous men in the 
city, enlightening their eyes ; 
hence they called a rabbi, the 
candle of the law, andthe lamp 


of light. 
LIGHTFOOT. 
—— 
Remarks ufion Isaiah liii. 9. 
“ CHRIST is said to have 
“ made his grave with the wick- 
“ed, and with the rich in his 
“ death ; but did exactly the con. 
“trary. He was with the wick- 
‘“ ed that is the two thieves in his 
‘¢ death, and with the rich that is, 
“ Josenh of Aremathea im, his 
“grave. The meaning of the 
“ Hebrew is he shall recompence 
‘6 upon the wicked his grave, and 
‘ upon the rich one zn and by his 
‘death. This the Arabic, he 
“ compensated. Ezekiel uses the 
‘¢ same word in this sense, chap, 
“jx. 10, It is remarkable that 
‘‘ in this text, the wzcked are spo- 
“ken of in the plural number, 
“the zich is in the singular as 
‘‘ spoken of one person only. It 
“isa true fact, that the priests 
“ and people suffered vengeance 
‘‘ for bringing the Messiah to the 
“ orave ; and ’tis as true that he 
‘¢ who condemned him and so un- 
“ justly caused his execution, was 
“ repaid in his death, for he was 
“ stripped of what he had, exiled, 
“and at last reduced to the ut- 
“ most extremity so as to murder 
“himself. The very judge says 
“ Necifihorus, of our Savior, Pi- 
“¢ late, suffered severely under Tie 
“ berius, but under Caius after- 
“ wards he was invelved in such 
** distresses, and was reduced te 
“ such aflverse circumstances as 
“ to become his own murderer.” 
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For tHE Piscaraqua MAGAZINE, 


EXTRACT FROM PARK’S TRAVELS. 


THE following extract from 
Park’s Travels in Africa merits 
attention. The perusi:l of it, in- 
elines us to believe the 8g to 
which it refers, ma condition ve- 
rv tavorabic to the reception of 

ehristianity. Every real friend of 
this holy religion will with the 
writer lament. that while that 
quarter of the plobe is sofrequent- 
ty visited tor the purpose of car- 
vine on the vilest and most dis- 
eraceful of all traffics, no efforts 
are made to spread in it the ines- 
timable knowledge of divine truth. 

Speaking of a school at Aurma- 
fia, Dr. Park, says, ** exclusive of 
the Koran, and a book two of 
commentaries thereon, the school- 
master possessed a variety, of man- 
USCTIpts, which had partly been 

urchased from the trading Moors, 
and partly borrowed from Bush- 
geens*® inthe neighborhood, and 
copied with great care, Other 
manus eripts had been produced to 
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me at di fierent pi: ice 
of my journey, and on recounting 
those | had before seen, and those, 
now to me, 
And interrogating the schoolmaster 
onthe subject, [ discove , that 
the neeroes are in DO session 
, ic version 
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amon others of an Ara! 
ef the Pentateuch of Mo 
they call Zaureia fa A 
r& SO hoe lidy esteemed, that if is of- 
old for the value of one prime 
Thev have hkewise a ver- 
Psalms af David, ( Za- 
?di_) and lastly the book 
which they call Lingee- 
baka it is in very high es- 
rect indeed, that in all 
there are interpola. 
ir tenets 


This 


the Cc Con ICs 
tions of some of the pecul 
of AMJghomei : for I covid distin- 
euish in many ees the name 
aftheprephet, Iti: 
a ver. th 
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etherwise have been accounted for, 


timy knowledee of the Arabic 
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at this circumstance 








| had been more extensive. B y means 


of those books many of the convert- 

ed negroes have acquired an ac- 
quaintance with some of the re- 
markable events recorded in the 
old ‘Testament. The account of 
our first parents ; the death of 
Abel; the deluge ; the lives of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; the 
story of Joseph and his bre thren . 
the history of Moses, David, Solo- 
mon, &c. 

All these have been related to 
me in the Adandingo language 
with tolerable exactness by differ- 
ent people ; and my surprise was 
not greater on hearing these ac- 
counts from the lips of negroes, 
than theirs on finding that 1 was 
already acquainted with them ; 
for although the negroes in general 
havea very great ideaofthe wealth 
anc power of the Europeans, I am 
afraid, that the Mahomedan con- 
verts among them think but very 
lightly ~ our superior attainments 
in relimious kno wledce. ‘The white 
traders be the maritime districts 
take no pains to counteract this 
pre judice, always pers 
own devotion 
m condesc 

the negroes in a 
ci dly and instructive manner, 
‘Tor ne th refore it was not sigupeien 


onder, as matter 
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the subte fw 
of rerret, to ovserve, that while 
the superstition of Mahomet has 
in this manner scattered a few 
faint beams of learning among 
these poor people, the preci U5 
light of christ is altogether 
excluded, I could not but lament, 
that although the coast of Africa 
has now been known and frequent- 
ed by the Europeans for more than 
two hundred years ; yet the ne- 
groes still remain entire strangers 
to the doctrines of our holy religion. 
We are anxious to draw from ob- 
security the opinic ns and records of 
antiquity, the beauties of Arabian 
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and Asiatic literature, &c. but 
while our libraries are thus stored 
with the learning of various coun- 
tries, we distribute with a parsi- 
monious hand the blessings of re- 
ligious truth to the benighted na- 
tions of the earth, ‘The natives of 
Asia derive but little advantage in 
this respect trom an interceurse 
with us, and even the poor Afri- 
cans, whom we affect to consider 
as b: irbarians, look upon us, I fear, 
as little better, thin a race of for- 
midable but ignorant heathens. 
When I produced Richardson's ar- 
abic grammar to some Slatees* on 
the Gaméia,they were astonished to 
think, that any European should 
understand and write the sacred 
language of their religion. At first 
they suspected that it might have 
been written by seme of the slaves 





carried from the coast ; biton a 
closer examination they were sat- 
isfied, that no Bushreens could 
write such beautiful arabic ; and 
one of them offered togive me anass 
and sixteen bars of goods if I would 
part with the boek,. Perhaps a 
short and easy introduction to 
christianity, such as is found in 
some of the catechisms for children 
elegantly printed in Arabic, and 
dist#buted on different parts of 
ihe coast, might have a wonderful 
effect. The expence would be 
but trifling, curiosity would induce 
many to read it, and the evident 
superiority, which it would possess 
over their present manusc ripts, 
both in point of elegance and cheap- 
ness might at last obtain ita place 
among the school books of Africa.”” 


* Slatee,a slave merchant, 


THE WAY OF TRANSGRESSORS IS HARD. 


THE way of transgressors ts 
hard, said Jambres, as he was 
walking home trom the tavern be- 
ing badly bruised. Satan is a hard 
master, I remember, when I first 
took a determined course in the 
way of transgressors, I was fre- 
quently in company with Gallio. 
He used to talk freely and ridicule 
the bigotry and superstition of our 
fathers, after he been warmed 
with the inebriating spirit. At 
first I heard him scoff at religion 
and good people with regret ; but 
taking of the same intoxicating 
cup, I could pass the evening in 
merriment, and revelling. ‘But 
my refiections were for a long 
time bitter in retirement. By tre- 
quenting his company, I became as 
heedless as he was, and could fi- 
nally scoff at religion, and ridicule 
eood people, and with the same 
boldness persuade the unthinking 
into the same state of irrel am 
intemperance and sordid pleasure 
Thav e had a kind of beast ly plea- 
sure, but have never en}: ved any 
real satisfaction. I have always 








. 


felt worthy to be despised. What 
a vilecreature lam, My tatter- 

ed garments, my sorc lid looks, 

every thing about me show me to 
be a most miserable wretch. I 
am afraid to be seen, lest the offi- 
cer find me. I am ashamed to go 
to my house ; my wife and chil- 
dren pity me, and ought to despise 
me. But my outside is a faint re- 
semblance of what I am within. 
If I were poor, with a good con- 
science, I should be happy. I am 
my owntormentor. If Ebrius had 
broken my bones, instead of bruis- 
ing my flesh, it would have been 
no more than I deserve. Véer 
qway of transgressors is hard. 1 
know it to be such. Heaven de- 
liver me from it. No more shall 
my feet tread this thorny way. 
Gallio hath ruined me; but he 
shall never more number me 
among his victims. I will forsake 
his company. The  grogshop, 
that place of ruin, shall no more 
find me within its walls. My house 
shall be my. home ; my famil+ 

shall be my loved companions 
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With my best endeavorsI will 
make them happy, and no more 
give to satan, what belongs to 
them. See how I have been re- 
warded iff his service. Noone 
would ever enlist under him, were 
half my feelings known. Him 
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will I relinquish forever. In the 
path of wisdom, in the company 
of the virtuous will I seek my 
pleasure. 1 know the way of 
transgressors ts hard. 


CLEMENS. 
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Explanatory and Pra&ical Remarks 


ON THE V. CHAPTER II. BOOK OF KINGS. 
NUM II, 


IN pursuing our plan in a for- 
mer number, we attended Naaman 
the leper, to the door of Elisha’s 
house ; and heard the messenger 
of the prophet, directing him to go 
and wash in Jordan seven times, 
that he might be cured of the lep- 
rosy. Naaman, it seems, did not 
at first choose to follow this direc- 
tion. He had no substantial faith 
in the perfections of God, and no 
reverence for his inspired word 
from the mouth of the prophet. 
His proud heart therefore would 
not permit him to use the simple 
means, prescribed for his cure— 
means which he did not expect ; 
which he might have used in his 
©wn country, in which he could see 
no efficacy ;the very prescription 
of which he considered as an insult 
to his character and a reproach to 
his understanding. He still wish- 
ed to be restored to a state of health 
and soundness ; but then his pride 
and vanity must be gratified inthe 
xmeans, used. He still desired the 
slessing, he had sought ; but he 

just have it in his own way. 
Some great parade must be made 
on hisaccount. The prophet must 
be sent out to meet him ; and in a 
yianner, accordant to his views, 
rust call on the name of God and 
strike his hand over the leprous 
place. All this must be done, or 
his proud heart cannot be gratifi- 
ed. All this must be done, or his 
earnal mind, his natural opposition 
tothe law of God, cannot be con- 

ealed. Accordingly, when he re- 
ecived the message from the 
rrophet directing hin, to go, and 








wash in Jordan, he “ was wroth; 
and went away, and said, behold I 
thought, he would surely come out 
to me, and stand, and call on the 
name of the Lord, his God, and 
strike his hand over the place,and 
recover the leper. Are not Aba- 
na and Pharpar, rivers of Damas- 
cus, better, than all the waters of 
Israel ? May I not wash in them 
and be clean? So he turned, and 
went away ina rage.” ‘This con- 
duct was surely unbecoming a de- 
pendant creature, when receiving 
a message from his Creator. ‘The 
temiper, which produced it, must 
have been pride and opposition to 
God ; a temper, which, had it 
continued, must naturally and ine- 
vitably have cut him off from 
the blessing of God in the cure of 
his disease, and for the very same 
reason from his presence and ta- 
vor forever. 

Now this temper was not pecu- 
liar to the Syrian leper, nor te 
men of his time and in a heathen 
land ; but it is common to all im- 
penitent sinners in all ages and 
all countries ; common to all, who 
have not been dorn of the Sftrit ; 
ana turned from sin unto holiness 
common to all, who have net been 
truly humbled before God ; andin 
the day of his fower made willing 
to submit entirely to his wiil, and 
give themselves up wholly to his di- 
rection. This natural enmity of the 
corrupt heart against God is not 
indeed always equally evident in 
the sight of man ; nor is it always 
exhibited in the same manner. 
Sometimes it is partially goncealed 
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under a hypocritical pretence to 
scruples of conscience ; at other 
times it shews itself by an open 
and avowed contempt of divine 
authority. Now it almost disap- 
pears in a kind of inoffensive 
inactivity ; again it breaks forth 
into bold and daring acts of 
immorality and profaneness. In 
some men itis discovered by lead- 
ing them to ridicule the whole 
scheme of redemption, and reject 
every mean of grace ; in others 
it is manifested by their trifling 
with particular commands and to- 
tally neglecting particular duties, 
Let us compare the conduct of the 
two last mentioned classes of men 
with that of Naaman ; and see 
how perfectly their principles 
agree, | 

We observe then in the first 
place, that all, who despise the 
gospel of Christ, and reject the 
way of salvation, which it points 
out, possess the same spirit, and 
are actuated by the same views, 
which influenced Naaman in re- 
fusing to follow the prophet’s di- 
rection. They cannot, they say, 
comprehend this scheme of re- 
demption. ‘They discover noneed 
of the shedding of blood for the 
remission of sins, They do not 
see, why some other method of 
salvation would not answer the 
same purpose. Therefore they 
boldly venture to reject this. Tell 
them that this is the method, and 
the only method, which infinite 
Wisdom liath chosen ; assure them, 
that Jesus Christ is the only Sa- 
vior of sinners, and faith and re- 
pentance the only terms of salva- 
tion ; inform them, that disbeliev- 
ing and rejecting him is rejecting 
the only true way of life; de- 
clare to them, that 20 man com- 
eth unto the Frther but by him; 
that ‘here is no other name gtven 
tinder heaven, wherety men must 
be saved ; remind them of these 
solemn truths, their language is 
still the same. ‘They do not see 
the necessity, they do not see the 
justice, they do not see the wis- 
dom, of these things. The doc- 
YOL, I. NUM. VI. Be 











Remarks ‘on the 5 Chafiier 2 book of Kings, 225 


trine of the cross is to them fool= 
ishness. So was the direction of 
the prophet to Naaman. Hecould 
conceive of no efficacy in washes 


ing ; and to wash in Jordan ras © 


ther, than the rivers of Damascus 
appeared’ to him foolish and ab- 
surd. All therefore, who reject 
the gospel scheme of salvation, 
because they cannot fathom the 
depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God, 
display the temper, which Naa- 
man displayed, and act the part, 
which he acted, when he turned 
from the.prophet and went away 
ina rage. 

We-may observe secondly, that 
the habitual and voluntary neglect 
of particular duties displays the 
temper of the unconverted Syr- 
ian. A few instances will illust- 
rate this observation. The neg> 
lect of the duty of prayer is one 
instance in point.. Without their 
own declarations it is indeed im- 
possible for us to Khow, who does, 
and who does not, live in habitual 
peglect of this first and greatest of 
all duties. But, when we hear 
men publicly ridicule this duty, 
we are stire, they cannot discharge 
it with sincerity ; for their lan- 
guage betrays the opposition of 
their hearts to the law of God. 
Tell them, that God has posi- 
tively commanded us, to pray and 
give thanks. Their answer is, 
God knows our wants, and needs 
not our praises ; he can bless us 
as well without our prayers and 
thanksgivings, as with them, Tell 
them, that these devotional exer- 
cises prepare us to receive bles- 
sings and fit us to do good. Their 
answer is, that they are thus pre- 
pared and fitted without this trou- 
ble. Tell them, that God has, in 
part at least, connected our 
prayers and his blessings, as 
means and ends ; remind them of 
his declaration to the children of 
Israel, when he promised to re- 
store them to their native land, 
forgive their sins &c. © I the 
Lord, says he, have spoken it,and 
I will do it ; but nevertheless, 


ei Lae Sg Rie a 














+o ieee 





a é ye ae 
= - 


er 
~ 


— 


ear Sn eae 





Sais Ses 






































Remarks on the 5 Chafiter 2 book af Kings. 


saith the Lord, I will be inquired 
of by the house of Israel, to do it 
for them ;” remind them of this 
express declaration of God. Their 
answer still is, they see no con- 
nexion between these means and 
end ; in their view prayer is 
hypocrisy, and praise superstition 
and folly. 

It is scarcely necessary toshow, 

how the character of Naaman ap- 
plies to those, who thus reject the 
duty of prayer, their cases are so 
similar, and their tempers so evi- 
dently the same. God could have 
healed Naaman without his wash- 
ing sever times in Jordan ; so, say 
they, he can bless them without 
their prayers. Naaman saw not 
the connexion between washing 
and an immediate cure; so they 
see not the connexion between 
our prayers and the blessings of 
Heaven. Naaman proudly dis- 
dained to use the means God had 
prescribed for him; so they reject 
and ridicule, what Heaven has en- 
jomed on all. Nor will they find 
favor in the sight of God, till, like 
Naaman, they listen to some warn- 
ing voice, repent of their obstina- 
cy, and give themselves up with- 
out reserve to the direction of Hea- 
ven. For we may say without the 
possibility of mistake, that he, who 
liveth without prayer, liveth with- 
out religion, without Godiin the 
world. A good man mast be pi- 
ous, and a pious man will pray ; 
for prayer is the very language of 
yiety, and piety or the fear of the 
ton ‘d is the very fsundation of re- 
ligion; the very éegznning of wis- 
dom. 

Again ; The spirit of the uncon- 
verted Syrianis manifested by some 
in neglecting all public and so- 
cial worship, who nevertheless do 
not openly deny all prayer. Let 
us not ho phe ig presume to declare, 
that all, who do not attend pub- 
lic worshipy are certainly and 
without exception irreligious and 
unregenerate, .» ‘There may be jus- 
tifying reasens for. absence from the 
house of God. Local situation, or 


bodily infirmity may render such | 








absence absolutely necessary. Nay; 
a thousand circumstances may ren- 
der a constant and regular attend- 
ance at the sanctuary altogether 
impracticable. But those, whe 
willinzly neglect; those, who do 
not dove social worship, we may 


_ venture to pronounce strangers to 


vital and experimental religion. 
To a pious man ihe sabbath is a 
delight, and the house of Goda 
mansion of joy. 

He loves to exalt the Lord in the 
congregation of the freofile, and 
praise him tn the assembly-of the 
elders. His language is, ** How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, O 
Lord of hosts £ my soul longeth ; 
yea, even fainteth for the courts of 
the Lord ; my heart and my fles! 


-crieth out for the living God; I 


was glad, when they said unto me, 
let us go into the house of the Lord, 
whither the tribes go up to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord.”? 
But in direct opposition to this 
language, you may hear sabbath 
breakers and neglecters of public 
worship say; “* can we not reada 
good book at home; can we not 
pray in our closets ; can we not 
have devotional exercises in our 
fields ; can we not indulge serious 
thoughts in our carriages as well, 
as at church !” Observe, I beseech 
you, how ex xactly this language cor- . 
réspouds with the langu uage of Na- 
aman ; Are not Abanar and Phar- 
par, rivers of Damascus, better, 
than all the waters of Israel ? may 
I not wash in them and be clean ?” 
Reader, 1f thou art a neglecter of 
public worship, pause, and consid- 
er thy case. Remember, that so- 
cial no less, than private, worship 
is an appointment of Heav en; re- 
member, that we are expressly 
commanded not to forsake the as- 
sembling of ourselves together ; 
remember the promise of the Lord, 
“< where two or three are met 
gether in his name, ihere he wilt 
ra in the midst ef them ; remem- 
ber that the only form of prayer, 
which he has left fr our use and 
imitation, is, 2s appears from the: 
very language, designed for socia} 
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worship; remember these things, 
xad consider, seriously consider, 
in the presence of Almighty God 
consider, whether a voluntary ne- 
eiectof social worship does not im- 
ply contempt of divine authority, 
and manifest the same unsanctified 
temper which Naaman exhibited, 
when he proudly refused to foliow 
the prophet’s direction ! 

Once more ; a neglect of the 
positive institutions of christianity 
betrays the secret unbelief of the 
keart, and manifests the spirit of 
the proud and self-sufficient Syri- 
an. Ido not say, that it-is zm/ios- 
sible for a good man to live in the 
habitual neglect of the ordinances 
of baptism and the Lord’s supper. 
Consciencious fears with regard to 
qualifications, or peculiar local cir- 
cumstances, may, for aught we can 
determine, excuse, if not justify 
such neglect. But will the most 
enlarged charity permit us to be- 
lieve, that there are many thus jus- 
tified in the sight of Heaven / 


What plea can be made, that | 


will justify the cenduct of the great- 
er part of those, who turn their 
backs on these sacred institutions ? 
Is not the temper of the unconvert- 


_ed Syrian ; is not a careless disre- 


gard to the authority of God ;-ina 


word, is not a disbelieving, unhum-_ 


bled unregenerate heart generally 
the real cause of this couduct. Rea- 
der, if you are a neglecteyr of these 
ordinances, do not be offended with 
the plain and pointed manner, in 
which I address yor. I am writ- 
ing for the good of immortal souls, 
and I am writing on a subject 
which requires /:lainness of sfieech 
and clearness of address. It isa 
subject, which you ought to apply 
closely to your heart. It is a sub- 
ject which you will surely find 
closely applied, when you stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ, 
end are reminded of these solemn 
declarations, which he made, when 
on earth ; “* Whosoever shall con- 
fess me before men, him will I con- 
fess also before my Father, who is 
in heaven ; but whosoever shall de- 
ny me before men, him will lalso 
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> 
deny before my Father who is in 
heaven. Suppose an angel should 
now descend from heaven, take 
you by the hand, and demand the 
reasons and motives of your cone 
duct ; what defetce should you 
make ?-If you did not at once con- 
fess your guilt, or close your lips in 
sullen silence, should you not be 
compelled to adopt the language 
which we hear in the mouth of 
the thoughtless ; should you not say 
with them ; * religion does not con- 
Sit In mere ceremony. What 
good can it do, to sprinkle a little 
water on a child’s face? Can it 
not have a standing in the invisible 
church as well without this seal of 
the covenant, as with it ? Cannot 
its parents as sincerely engage to 
bring it up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord by a private 
resolution, as by this public dedi- 
cation ? What good can it do, to 
meet together, and eat a little 
bread and drink-a little wine ? 
Cannot I remember the Lord as 
well without this ceremony,as with 
it? Cannot I exercise as pious, 
humble, and grateful, feelings at my 
own table, as at the table of the 
Lord ?”’ Reasoning is not necessa- 
ry to shew the insufficiency of this 
excuse for neglecting the positive 
commands of God. But let me 
exhort you to consider its absurd- 
ity. Consider ; QO consider, Sir, 
that it betrays the very temper, 
and is expressed almost in the ve- 
ry language of impenitent Naa- 
man. ** Are not Abana and Phar- 
par, rivers of Damascus, better, 
than all the waters of Israel ? may 
J not wash in them, and be clean ?” 
Naaman could not see the advane 
tage of washing in Jordan ; and 
therefore went away ina rage, 
You cannot see the benefit of bap- 
tism and the Lord’s supper ; and 
therefore carelessly turn your back 
on these sacred institutions. Your 
heart therefore is evidently in the 
same state of opposition to God 
with that ofunregenerate Naaman. 
The motives, which induce you to 
disregard divine authority, are 
the same, which influenced him in 
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the same conduct. And it is my 
earnest prayer to him, with whom 
is the residue of the Spirit, that 
your heart like Naaman’s, may be 
humbled ; that your eyes, like his, 
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may be opened, to behold the beay. 
ty of God’s law ; that you, like him, 
may be led to esteem all the pre- 
cefits of Heaven, concerning all 





things tobe right J 


[To be continued. } 
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FOR THE EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Messers Edetors. 

AT page 148 of your Magazine, 
begins a judicious peice designed 
to prove, that a person’s submit- 
ting to persecution proves not the 
truth of the opinions for which he 
suffers,but only his sincerity. The 
Jeading ideas of which peice are 
very clearly expressed, and their 
truth proved by Bzshofi Butler, 
gn Part 11. Chap, vii. of his Analo- 
gy : from which, the foliowing ts 
an extract. 

«© "Though testimony is no proof 
of enthusiastic opinions, or of any 
opinions at all, yet it is allowed in 
all other cases, to be a proof of 
facts. And a person’s laying 
down his life in attestation of facts 
and of opinions is the strongest 


proof of his believing them. And 


if the apostles and their cotempo- 
raries did believe the facts, in at- 
testation of which, they exposed 
themselves to sufferings and death 
this their belief, or rather knowl- 
edge, must be a proof of those 
facts : for they were such as 
came under the observation of 
their senses. And though it is 
not of equal weight, yet it is of 
weight, that the martyrs of the 
next age, notwithstanding they 
were not eyewitnesses of those 
facts, as were the apostles and 
their cotemporaries, had, howev- 
er, full opportunity to inform 
| themselves, whether they were 
true or not, and gave equal proof 
of their believing them to be 
true.” 
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l The following is part ofa SERMON, whichwas preached bya wors 
thy Baptist Minister, in Fngland,1682, taken from Mr. Keacn’s 
Metaphors, fage 259, and inserted in the Minutes of the Warren 
Association held at the Baptist Meeting House in Sturbridge, 178%. 


SERMON. 


4. Cor. ix. 14. Even so kath 
the LORD ordained, that they 
which preach the Gospel should 
dive of the Gosfiel. 

THESE words call not only for 
fhe maintenance of ministers, but 
for such a plentiful contribution, 
as may make them partakers with 
you in all good things. If God bless 
the congregation with a plentiful 
portion of this world’s goods, it is 
their duty to make their minister 
a party with them in their flour- 


ishing condition, and considering 
the place and employment he is in 
and the service he attends, it 
would bé extremely unworthy to 
think you have done enough, if his 
pressing necessities be answered, 
while you abound in superfluities. 
If the congregation be poor their 
minister must be content to be 
| poor with them, yea, rejoice to 
approve him a minister of Christ, 
by hunger and nakedness, if the 
providence of God call him there- 
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to: but whilst it is in the power | 


of your hand to provide better for 
him, God expects it from you ; 
and be not deceived. God is not 
mocked, neither will he suffer his 
commands tobe slighted and evad- 
ed without rendering a just re- 
buke to the offender ; for whatso- 
evera man soweth, that shali he 
also reap. 

“ Now that you may the bet- 
ter understand how far youare 
concerned in this duty, before I 
proceed to the further pressing of 
it, let me put you in remem- 
brance : 

1, That a minister is bound to 
attend wholly and only upon his 
calling in the ministrv, and not to 
entangle himselfin the affairs of 
life, that he may please him by 
whom he is called to his spiritual 
warfare , and nothing but real ne- 
cessity may dispense with the con- 
trary. His whole time and 
strength is little enough to be em- 

loyed in the work and service he 
is called to. He must give himself 
to the ministry of the word, and 
prayer ; and continue in reading, 
meditation, &c. asa man wholly 
devoted to gospel-service ; and is 
therefore, by his call to the minis~- 
try, secluded from those ways and 
means of providing for his own 
subsistence, as the trades and sec- 
tlar employments of others furnish 
them with, that his mind, by the 
cares of worldly business, may not 
be ’diverted from that study of 
God’s word, and care of souls, 
which the duty of his station en- 
gageth him to. Andif he may 
not expose himself to the careful 
thoughts that accompany worldly 
business, though tending to his pro- 
fit ; certainly it is no way meet, 
that he should be left to conflict 
with the thorny cares of a necessi- 
tous condition, whilst those he 


ministers to, have means to pre-: 


vent it. 


2. It is no less the duty of a 
minister, than of other men, to pro- 
vide for his family, and (what lies 
iz him) to take care of his wife 
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and children, that they may not 
be exposed to a thousaud miseries 
and temptations, when he is gone. 
I confess, of all men in the world, 
a covetous,; raking temper worst 
becomes a minister ; but we great. 
ly mistake, if we think he must 
divest himself of the due affection 
of an husband towards his wife, 
or of a father towards his chil- 
dren ; or, that these fruits thereof 
which are juStly esteemed com- 
mendable in others, should be a 
fault in him. 

3. An elder, or bishop is under 
a special charge to use hospitality, 
and to set in himself a pattern of 
charity, and compassionate bounty 
to poor souls ; and if it be his duty 
to be hospitable and charitable in 
an. eminent degree, then without 
controversy the people are con- 
cerned to endeavor that he may 
be capable of giving proof of this 
grace in him, by the exercise of it 
as there is oc¢asion. 

‘ These things being premised, 
I shall shew you, that you lie un- 
der the strongest obligation image 
mable to this duty : 

‘1. By the law of nature, 

‘2, By the express command 
and appointment of Christ. 

‘3. On the account ofthe great 
and manifest evil and inconveni- 
ence, that follows the neglect 
thereof. 


‘ First; The law and light of 
nature obligeth you to it, as to the 
matter ofequity and justice. And 
from hence our Apostle takes his 
first plea, in t Cor. ix, 7, &e. 
Who goetha warfare any time at 
his own charges 2? Who filanieth 
a vineyard and eateth not of the 

Jruit thereof? Or who feedeitha 
flock, and eaieth not of the milk of 
the flock ? The ministry is a 
warfare, undertaken, at the com- 
mand of Christ, for the service of 
your souls ; and it isas reasonable 
that the ministry should receive a 
supply of outward things from you, 
as that a faithful soldier should re- 
ceive his pay from his captain, at 
the charge of the commonwealth, 
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for whose good he militates, Shall 
a man feed a flock, (as a pastor 
does) and be denied to eat of the 
milk of that flock, which it is his 
work to keep and feed? Or, is it 
consistent with justice, to deprive a 
man of the fruit of that vineyard, 
which is planted and manured by 
his own labor ? Such is the case, 
in respect of maintenance, between 
a minister and the people. It is 
not your charity that I ask for him, 
but justice and debt that I plead 
for. He is employed in your ser- 
vice, and of right should live upon 
your charge ; Nay. you have call- 
ed him off from other business, and 
therefore his maintenance is due 
from you, as it is the wages of 
your servant ; though I fear some 
ge more to the meanest servant 
in their house, than they are wil- 
ling to,do to their minister. Cer- 
taimly, if you chuse as you ought, 
your ministers are not of the low- 
est of people, but may be allowed 
to have a share of parts, common 
prudence, and ability for business, 
with other men; and could man- 
aze trades, or fall into other em- 
ployments, and get estates as well 
as you, if they were not devoted 
fo a better service: And must 
they needs be devoted to necessi- 
© ond misery, in the same hour 
ev enter upon the ministry? 
iy bretheren, this ought not to be, 
Let vour ministers have as good a 
treatment at least as the law provi- 
ded for the ox that treads out the 
Corn, who micht not be muzzled. 
Neither was this written for the 
sake of oxen; for, doth God take 
care of oxen ? or were there no 
hizher end of this law, than that 
the brute creature should not be 
abused ? Certainly there was ; 
ind for our sakes no doubt was 
this written, that he that filloweth 
should filow in hope : and he that 
thresheth in hope abe uld be fiarta- 
ker of his-hofie ; For if we have 
sown unto you sfiritual things, is 
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eral principles of reason and coma 
mon equity ; but to put the matter, 
beyond @ispute,hath superadded hig 
expresscommand, Thus he prov ide 
ed for his ministers in the time of 
the law, which the apostle urgeth 
in the next place, 1 Cor. 1x 13, 
Do ye not know, that they which 
minister about holy things lve of 
the things of the temfile ? 
and they which wait at the 
altar, are fiartakers with the 
altar 2? God did no sooner separ- 
ate the Levites to the service of 
the Sanctuary, but he by law pro- 
vided for their subsistence , and 
though they were but one tribe in 
twelve,iyet the tenth of the incre se 
of the whole land was given to 
them, besides the first-fruits and 
offerings and divers other advan- 
tages ; so that their lot mightequal, 
yea, exceed that of their bret her- 
en. ‘This law is now abrogated, 
and we pretend to no right of ti- 
thing your estates ; but the mor- 
alequity of it can neverfcease ; 
Neither hath Christ left gospel- 
ministers to the wide world, but 
hath made provision for them also, 
so far as the interest of his com- 
mand will go with them that pro- 
fess his name ; for so it follows, v, 
14. Even so “hath the Lord ore 
dained, that they which fireach the 
goshel, should live of the gosfiel. 
The laborer is still worthy of his 
hire, and not the Jess wofthy, be- 
cause he dadors in the gospel. 
Though indeed (:t men did fully 
come up to their duty, yet still) 
the charge of gospel-worship will 
appear very inconsiderable when 
eompared with that of the law ; 
for, were’ that my business, I think 
I could demonstrate, that the fifth 
part of their estates was yearly to 
be spent in things relating to the 
temple -service. And if we are 
sensible of the great privilege and 
blessing of the gospel, on higher 
accounts than merely the case of 
those ‘burthens, we shall never 
think much to defray the moder- 
ate charge of a gospel ministry, in 





your carnal things. 
‘ Secondly ; The Lord hath not 
feft us to argue this only from g 





such a manner as to give reputa- 
tion to our profession. 


_— —@ 
ee 
> - 


gate ' 
stihe 4 


* 


. - -* 
ce ee all 








a oe Pp 


“a ~~ «v2 


Exiract from 


* Thirdly ; that you may pre- 
vent the evil and inconvenience 
that follows the neglect of this du- 
ty, it concerns you cheerfully to 
practise it: 1 might Have said, 
evils and inconveniences, as of 
many, for many there are, and 
those cf easy observation to an un- 
prejudiced eye ; but it is the dis- 
couragement of study, which at 
present I chiefly aim at. That 
study must needs be discouraged, 
(I intend the study of theology) 
by the people’s neglect to make a 
comfortable provision for their 
ministers, is too evident to require 
a proof. Who will apply him- 
self to gather and lay up those 
stores of solid learning, which are 
needful to a minister, when he 
can expect to purchase nothing to 
himself but poverty and distress 
thereby ? Or, how shall a minis- 
ter be capable to furnish himself 
with universal knowledge of things 
relating to this work, that hath 
no means for providing for his own 
information, or no time free from 
cares and worldy business ? And 
the disadvantage of this will at 
Jast fall to the share of the people 
that he ministers unto, He that 
considers, that the holy scriptures 
were originally written in Hebrew 
and Greek, must have an,hard 
forehead, if he deny the usefulness 
of learning to a minister ; besides, 
many other things there are that 
eall for it, in reference to the 
opening of the scriptures, which 1 
connot now insist upon, And it Is 
not without diligence and coxtin- 
ued study, that the deep thines of 
(sod can be searched out, and so 
proposed to you, as to enrich 
your mind with the clear and so- 
lid knowledge of them. I confess, 
a little learning, and Jess study, 
may furnish a man with sucha 
discourse as may please some 
weak Sapenge: ‘ that judge of a 
sermon by the loudness of the 
voice, and affectionate sentences, 
er can fancy themselves to be fed 
with the ashes of jingling words, 
and cadency of terms in a discourse, 
Bat alas! the seeming warmth 
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of affection that is stired by sucfi 
means, is as shortliv’d as a lands 
flood that hath nospring to feed 
it. He that will do the souls of 
¢his people good, and approve him- 
self a pastor after God’s own heart 
must feed them with knowledge 
and understanding, and endeavor 
to maintain a constant zeal and 
affection in them, by well inform- 
ing their judgments, and such an 
opening of the mind of God from 
the scriptures, as may command 
their consciences : and this is not 
to be expected, but from him that 
labors in his study, as well as in 
the pulpit. Mistake me not ; I 
‘know the success and fruit of all 
the studies and labors of men that 
preach in the gospel, is from the 
grace and power of the holy ghost ; 
but the assistance of the spirit is 
to be expected by us in the way of 
our duty, These things might be 
yet applied more home to my pre- 
sent purpose ; but perhaps some 
will think there is too much said 
already, (though I heartily wisls 
more were not needful) and my 
time calls me to put a period tod 
this exercise.’ 

Two questions yet remain to be 
considered which belong to thisim- 
portant subject, viz. 1. In what 
method may this duty be dis- 
charged. 2. To what penality 
are members of churches subject- 
ed, who, though able, refuse to 
obey this law of Jesys Christ ? 

First, by what method may the 
churches support the gospel minis- 
try ? Answer, every church is at 
liberty to chuse its owngmethod. 
‘There are three methodS™Which 
we beg leave to mention. 

1. By a voluntary subscriptiom 
But it has been found by long ex- 
perience that this is not the most 
elegible. It is an easy thing for 
aman tosign his name to a pa- 
per, but it has been found ex- 
tremely difficult, and in many in- 
stances impossible to obtain the 
money that had been subscribed, 
ilence many ministers have con- 
tracted debts for the support of 


their families, in reliance upon the 
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money subscribed, who have been 
unable to pay them ; and thereby 
their feelings and their character 
have been wounded, 

2. A second method is by raisiag 
a fund in the respective churches 
and appropriating the annual in- 
terest of it tothe maintenance of 
the gospel ministry. There are 
many ways by which such funds 
may be raised, which will be easy 
to the people, viz. By weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly associations 
of the friends of religion, who may 
spend their time at such meetings 
on some doctrine or practice in the 
churches, and at each meeting 
throw into a common stock 1s. 2s. 
more or less as they shall agree 
among themselves. However small 
this fund may appear at the be- 
gining, it will in time increase so 
much as to become a matter of 
importance. Such persons as 
have it in their power may give 
while living, or bequeath at their 
death certain sums to be deposited 
in the standing fund. Thus some 
of our churches to the westward 
support the gospel, 
* A third method is by a volun- 
tary assesment upon the estate, of 
éach member of the congregation. 
Let a list of property be given in- 
to the society, and each person’s 
proportion of the expence be as- 
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certained by it, in this case there 
will be an equality ; for, each 
member of the society will bear 
his part of the burden. Nor can 
we think that any but the cov- 
etous will object to it, No man 
in this case will pay more than he 
can afford, according to his es- 
tate. | 

2.To what penalty do those 
members of churches subject 
themselves, who though able re- 
fuse to obey this law of Christ ? 
Answer, they fly in the face of 
divine authority ; and are guilty 
of an act of disobedicnce to the 
command of Jesus Christ : and an 
act of injustice to their minister, 
as observed in the extract ; there- 
fore we believe that they ought to 
be dealt with as any other delin- 
quent members. Most certainly 
they walk disorderly. If they 
loved their adorable master and 
his cause, they would not refuse 
to support it according to their 
ability. 

Those persons who go from 
other societies to save their mo- 
ney, ought to find no protection 
among the baptist churches ; and 
we must believe this is their mo- 
tive, if they refuse to pay their 
proportion of the expence of the 
gospel among us, 
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FAMILY ORDER AND GOVERNMENT ; 0; 


THE present number is devot- 
ed to the consideration and recom- 
mendation of the duties which chil- 
dren owe to their parents ; a sub- 
ject highly interesting and import- 
ant, especially to the young and 
rising generation. 

That I may both instruct the 
minds of such in the knowledge of 
their duty, and win them to the 
‘ love and practice of it, I shall en- 
deavor to describe to you the ami- 
able character and behavior of one 





The Pious and Exemplary Household. 
NUM. VI: 


who is worthy of your imitation. 
His name is Evpocivs 3 who, being 
arrived to years of discretion and 
discernment, is capable of under- 
standing his duty in many respects, 
and the more essential obligations 
he is under to his parents. Hav- 
ing been brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, hav- 
ing been favored with good coun- 
cils, with pious and religious in- 
structions, his mind, through the 
divine biessing, is~seasoned with 
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the love ef virtue and goodness ; 
aud he is disposed, as far as he 
knows what is incumben: on him, 
to comply with it, His duty to God 
aad man, tohis parents, neighbors 
and tricnds, he wiilingly learns, 
and cheeriuily aischarges, 

Particularly, his parents, who, 
uncer providence have nourished 
and vrought him up, he is sensible 
are enulticd to his filial affeciton, 
Beg wise and consiucrate, he re- 
volves in his mind the tender care 
and kindness they must have exer- 
cised towards him in the tine of 
his helpless infancy; that by them 
his wants were suppled, his life 
guarded from many hazards to 
which it was exposed, and he pro- 
tected and upheld, when it was 
not in his own power to take care 
for himseift. He views them, un- 
der providence, as his guardian 
and support through the unwary 
and dangerous paths of childhood, 
as the guides of his youth, the in- 
structors of his mind, and who 
have not leit themselves without 
witness of their parental love, in 
that they have fed and clothed 
him, been careful for his welfare, 
assisted his young and tender rea- 
son, strengthened the infant pow- 
ers of his mind by cultivation, and 
trained him up to the knowledge 
of his duty and happiness ; and 
who, especially, were careful to de- 
vote him, in early life to the ser- 
vice and grace of God, in holy bap- 
tism. ‘These and other things in 
connexion with them, Eudocius re- 
volves in his thoughtful mind, and, 
in the consideration of them, feels 
his filtal love and attachment in- 
ercase ; and is thoroughly convin- 
ced, that the obligations, he is un- 
der cf affectionate gratitude to 
those who have thus taken care of 
him, and endeavored to promote 
his comiort and happiness, are ve- 
Fy serious and weighty. 

This amiable youth, whose char- 
acter we are contemplating, finds it 
also te be itis indespensable duty, 
from the word of God which he 
reads, and from other instructions 
with which he is favored, to treat 
YOL. I, NUM. VI. 
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his parents with Aonor and respec; 


and this he is carefal to do, both - 


in his speech and behavior towards 
them. His words and actions al- 


ways Carry with them the grate , 


ful pertume of reverence and re- 
spect. From his lips, you will 
hear no reproachful language re- 


specting them, no dishonorary re- 


fiéctions on them, nor any fretfal- 
hess or repining under their lawe 


ful authority and requirements, | 


Their failings and imperfections, 
it he perceive any in them, he en- 


deaver's to extenuate, and, as far as. 
may be, to conceal from the view, 


of others. What he discovers in 
them that is virtuous and praise 
worthy, gains at once the approba- 
tion of his tender mind ; and if it ev- 
er so happen, that he cannot speak 
well, he will be sure not to speak 
il, of them. He despises those 
children who magnify or expose 
their parents’- imperfections, or 
are in any ways irreverent and 
disrespectful towards them. He 
knows that in so doing they bring 
reproach upen themselves, as well 
as prove inimical to those of their 
own household. It therefore ale 
ways shocks him as an instance of 
great imprudence, as well as of 
impiety and disrespect in children, 
to expose, and especially, to exe 
aggerate the follies and indiscre- 
tions with which their parents may 
sometimes be chargable. 

But, let it be observed here, 
that as parents would have the 


_esteem and respect of their chil- 


dren that respect and reverence 
due to their station, they must be 
careful, bytheir good conduct and 
behavior, to merit it. "For, if 
parents make themselves vile and 
cheap in the eyes of their children, 
by their follies and miscarriages, 
by their light and indiscreet be- 
havior, or by too great familiarity 
with them, especially in things 
low and unbecomi g, how can 
they expect to have the honor and 
esteem shown them, which are due 
to the relation they sustain ‘—In 
this case, however, the wise and 


i dutiful child, . though he may 
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not feel that reverence and respect 
for them, which he otherwise 
might, is yet careful not to vilify 
them, or spread abroad their 
faults. 

Eudocius, whose amiable char- 
acter and example are before us, 
is not only affectionate and resfect- 
Jul to his parents, according to 
their station and merit, but is duly 
submissive and obedient to their 
Jawful commands. Obedience to 
parents, heis sensible, is a branch 
of filial duty, plainly enjoined in the 
sacred scriptures ; and therefore is 
careful to observe it. He rebels 
not, at any time, against the au- 
thority that naturally belongs to 
them, and that is so clearly ascri- 
bed tothem inthe word of God. 
And, therefore, without murmur- 
ing or discontent, complies with 
their reasonable requirements, and 
with a ready and cheerful mind, 
obeys all their lawful commands. 

If, at any time, their commands 
be wilawful, he finds not himself 
at liberty to obey, and feels no ob- 
ligation to comply with them. Ac- 
cordingly he has the word and 
warrant of our savior, who says, 
Tf any one love father and mother 
more than me he ts not worthy of 
me, and cannot be my discifile : 
which evidently implies, that our 
supreme love and first obedience 
are due to God. He is tobe loved 
and obeyed above all others: and 
we may justly withdraw our o}e- 
dience even from parents, rather 
than abandon our duty to him. 
Thus, if parents should prove so 
wickedly disposed, as to command 
their children to do any thing con- 
trary to the law and word of God, 
namely, to do violence or injustice, 
or tosteal, or to speak falseiood, 
they would be under no obligation 
to obey ; because the —— of 
God, which is greater than the 
authoritv of men, binds Pisco to be 
honest, faithful and true. God’s 
richt of command is superior to 
that of parents, or any human au- 
thority ; and therefore we are ex- 
pressly required, to obey God ra- 
ther than man, ‘Though the re- 
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quirement be expressed, by the 
apostle Paul, in general terms, and 
children are commanded, to obey 
thetr farents tn all things for this 
is well fileasing in the sight of 
God ; yet it isexplained in another 
passage, where it is said,Children, 
obey your fiarents in the Lord ; 


for this ts right, “in the Lord,” 


that is, not only, in submission to 
God’s authority which requires 
this obedience, but in all things so 
far as agreeable to his will, and no 
father, for, to obey parents against 
God, or contrary to his word, 
cannotbe right, or pleasing in his 
sight. 

But, then, children should al- 
ways be careful, before they re- 
fuse obediencet o parents, to be 
well assured, that what they com- 
mand them is contrary to the word 
and will of God ; and their refusal 
should be given, not in a scornful 
and upbraiding manner, but in a 
gentle and submissive way ; for, 
‘Seven in a righteous cause,” as 
one observes, ** the language and 
practice of children must be hum- 
ble to their parents.” 

What has now been suggested 
may not only serve to instruct chil- 
dren with regard to their duty te 
parents, but may be improved asa 
caution to parents, with respect to 
whatthey require of their children; 
to-be sure, that they lay upon them 
no severe and unreasonabie com- 
mands, nor require any thing of 
them inconsistent with the relation 
they be sar to them, or inconsistent 
with t ne word of God. To you, 

$ parents, it belongs to command 
your children: But, then your 
pagans, as well as their obedi- 
ence, must be zm the. Lord, in 
Su bord: nation to his authority, and 
agreeable to his word and will. 
In which case, you will have goock 
reason to expect their compilance 
with what you require, and just 
ground, in case of refusal, to cor- 
rect them for their folly and diso- 
bedience. 

And, as children should submit 
to the rightful authority, and yield 
obedicace to the lawiui command 
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ef their parents ; so they should 
harken with diligence to their wise 
counsels and instructions ; should 
be patiently submissive to their 
just reproofs, designed for their 
good : and should pay a becoming 
regardtothe advice they may be 
pleased to give them, as to what 
respects their duty, their interest, 
their credit, and their happiness 
in life. ‘The superior age and ex- 
perience of parents, and the de- 
grees of wisdom and knowledge 
they usually have, above what 
their children possess, and the 
natural feeling and desires they 
have for the welfare of their pos- 
terity, render them most fit to 
give counsel and advice ; and, 
therefore, to them, in the opinions 
and advice they deliberately offer, 
it becomes children to pay a spe- 
cial deference and respect. 
Another duty incumbent on 
children to their parents is, to give 


them a comfortable subsistence and | 


support, if need be ; and to ad- 
minister, as far as in their power, 
to the relief of their wants and 
weaknesses, in advanced life ; 
especially when helpless old 
age overtake and «press them 
down with its usual burden and 
infirmities, This, Eupocrus 
views as very reasonable: and 
this every wise and considerate 
child will see to be just, when he 
seriously reflects on the care and 
pains his parents took of him in 
his early days ; the tender con- 
cern they manifested for his wel. 
fare ; and the many things they 
did for his support, for his educa 
tien, and to fit him for duty and 
usefulness in the world ; and. it 
may be, to prepare him for glory, 
honor and immortality in heaven. 
Hear, ye children, the instruc- 
tions that haye now been given 





you; contemplate the amiable 
character and example of Eupo- 
clus; realize the great obligae- 
tions you are under to your kind 
and tender parents ; and be dis- 
posed, be resolved, to comply with 
them. How many arguments, 
how many powerful motives must 
croud into your minds, if ye are 
only. considerate, to prevail with 
you, to leve, respect and obey your 
parents ; and to doall in your 
power, to please, serve and console 
them in life ; and especially, to 
relieve their cares and burdens in 
declining age, and under the ap- 
proach of death !—Is it not the 
voice of nature ; the demand of 
reason ; the dictate of conscience 3 
and the command of God; that 
you should reverence, obey, and 
kindly treat your parents ? Does 
not the law of equity ; do not the 


| demands of gratitude ; do not the 


many moving calls of interest, 
urge on you a faithful discharge of 
filial duty ?—Only consider, my 
youthful readers, the justice of the 
claims which your parents have 
upon you as founded in the reason 
and nature of things; bear in 
mind the forcible demands of grat- 
tude, arising from the many things 
they have endured and done for 
you ; realize the numerous edvan- 
tages that result to you from being 
dutiful to them, how it evidently 
has great influence upon your re- 
frutation, your fortune, your com- 
Sort in life, your peace in death, 
and, by the blessing of God, upon 
your final hafifiiness in heaven ; 
only, I say, realize these things, 
and you cannot, it is conceived, 
ever withhold from your parents, 
any thing in. your power, that is 
due to their station and age, or 
which their wants or infirmities. 


require, PAULINUS. 
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ANECDOTES. 


WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

A YOUNG woman of a reli- 
gious turn at Hollis, a littl more 
than a year since, impressed with 
an idea of the importance of her 
contributing something to promote 
the Redeemer’s cause, determined 
that she would make a donation to 
the Newhampshire Missionary 
Society. It should be noted that 
Providence had placed her in one 
of the humble walks of life, inso- 
much that she depended on the 
Yabor of her hands for a daily sub- 
sistence. One would therefore, 
suppose that she could scarcely 
have found any thing to spare. She, 
however, thought that, with pru- 
dence and economy, she might lay 
aside from her earnings, in course 
of one year, the sum of five dol- 
lars for the object of her benevolent 
wishes. She determined, in her 
own mind, to forego every expense 
in her power, in order to accom- 
plish an object, which lay near her 
heart. Ere the time was elapsed, 
she found that a kind Providence 
had so far smiled upon her indus- 
try that she could double the sum, 
which, at first, appeared to her, 
from the calculations she had 
made, to be as great, as she could 
possibly spare. At the close of the 
year, she wrote a letter addressed 











to the secretary of the Newhamp- 
shire Missionary Society, stating to 
him the resolution she had formed, 
and enclosing the sum of TEN DoL- 
LARS. Not wishmg to let her left 
hand know what her right hand 
did, she modestly concealed her 
name. 

Who will go and do likewise ¢ 

O. K., S. 
—2 +e 
Anecdote of the celebrated Mr, 
Locke. 

BEING invited to dine with the 
then Lords Halifax, Anglesea, and 
Shaftsbury ; immediately after 
dinner, instead of conversation, 
the cards were called for, where 
the bad or good success produced 
the usual passions of gaming. 
Mr. Locke retiring toa window 
and writing, my Lord Anglesea 
desired to know what he was wri- 
ting : ** Why, my Lords,” ane 
swered he, I could not sleep last 
night for the pleasure and im- 
provement I expected from the 
conversation of the greatest men 
of the age.” This so sensibly 
stung them that they gladly com- 
pounded the matter with him, and 
agreed to throw their cards inthe 
fire, if he would his paper ; and 
soa conversation ensued fit for 
such distinguished persons, 
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God destroyeth the hofie of Man?! | 


DIED at Amherst, on the 2d. 
inst. Miss JANE MEANS, aged 16. 

To human appearance few per- 
sons had ever a fairer prospect of 
life, or stronger reasons for desir- 
ing it, | 

Her unobtrusive, modest deport- 
ment, her suavity of disposition 
joined to no common share of per- 
sonal beauty, secured to her, 
among her acquaintance, that af- 
fectionate regard, which, to all, 
but especially to the young, is so 
highly gratifying. 





Never perhaps was a livelier 
bloom of health exhibited in the 


youthful visage. Had it heen leit 
to human sagacity to select an in- 
dividual, on whom the king of ter- 
rors was soon to exercise his pow- 
er, no person would have been 
thought im less danger than she, 
At this time, a disorder, with no 
very alarming symptoms at first 
began its operation ; its progress 
was gradual], but steady and obsti- 
nate, Ail medical exertions were 
used, but none were blest. A 
worm at the root consumed the 














stalk, the branches shrunk, the 
green leaves withered and the 
flowers fell. 

In the perfect exercise of rea- 
«on, she viewed death as inevita- 
ble, for several months before it 
came. The comfortable hope, 
which she manifested to the last, 
was not built on the ground of her 
inoflensive, amiable deportment. 
Jn the character of a sinner, she 
repaired to the cross of a suffering 
Redeemer, to receive pardon 
through the merits of him, who 
died upon it. 

Wiillthe youthful reader suffer 
a word of cxhortation. 

Do net, on account of present 
health, imagine yourself secure of 
long life : nor that the affection 
and assiduity of friends can save 
you from death. “ihe color may 
forsake your cheek, the lustre de- 
part from your eye, and trembling 
seize on your whole frame. In 
application to you, it may soon be 
said, Man cometh forth as a flower 
dnd is cut down, he fieethalso as a 
shadow, and continueth not :—as 
a flower of the field, so he flour- 
iseth: the wind frasseth over it 
and it is gone, Can creatures so 
frail be at liberty to pursue pleas- 
ure as the chief good ? Is not in- 
teilectual existence too noble to be 
wasted in conversation or pursuits 
the most trifling ? Need we seek 
expedients to get rid of time, when 
so little of it remains between us 
and eternity ? 

Remember there is another state 

nd a judgment to come. There is 
a gospel, the contents of which are 
of unspeakable interest to every 
son and daughter of ADAM. 
+ ee + oe 

We understand that in course of 
the last summer mrs. OLivr Ho- 
VEY, relict of the late rev. Ivory 
Hovey departed this life at the age 
of 88. O. 

Deacon Sotomon CotrTon, of 
Portsmouth, deceased on the 28 of 
July in the 60 year cf his age. He 
was distinguished for the mildness 
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of his disposition and for the hon- 
esty and benevolence of his heart. 
He anticipated the hour of disso- 
Jution with christian composure, 
conceiving that, through the grace 
of God, he hada well grounded 
hope. . O. 

It is painful to announce that the 
widow Susanna Evans, of Ports- 
mouth, has again been called in 
providence to part with a beloved 
son.* She is no doubt ready to 
say with the good old patriarch, in 
a retrospective view of the re- 
peated and deeply distressing tri- 
als with which she has been led to 
conflict, ALL THESE THINGS ARE 
AGAINST ME. We hope and trust, 
that she will continue to experience 
those consolations, which have hith- 
erto supported her, believing that, 
however great be the afflictions of 
the children of God in the present 
life, they are MFANT FOR GOOD. 

Mr. Epmunp Marcu Evans, 
whose death has given rise to the 
foregoing suggestions, was a youth 
of uncommon modesty, sebriety, 
and seriousness. Had his lifebeen 
spared and his health restored he 
would probably have persevered in 
his classical pursnits, in which he 
had made considerable preficien- 
cy, till prepared for eminent» use- 
fulness in the world ; but that God, 
in whom he reposed an unshaken 
confidence, has removed him, as we 
trust, to a happier clime. He died 
of consumption, as did one of his 
brothers and two sisters, the 29 of 
Aveust, on his passage from Liv- 
erpool, inthe 21 year of his age. 

Oo. 

On Tuesday the 10 of Decem- 
ber departed this life mrs. Aprr- 
GAIL PICKERINE, 2tatis suac 64, 
widow of the late honorable judee 
Pickering of Portsmouth. An or- 
nament to her sex, society, and re- 
ligion, she was one oi the excel- 
Jent of the earth. Having finished 
her course and kept the faith, she 
has no doubt received the crown, 
which wii! never fade. O. 


* See fage 39. 
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is thanked for his attention. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. , 


Suitable regard shall be 


maid to those important considerations, which he sueeests. 
i 2 ts ~ oo. 4 i 
We hope to hear frequently from our correspondent in Connecticut. 


‘The author of a piece entitled * Tur Broap Way, 


> 


who has favored 


us with several interesting fragu.ents, ig entitled to our gratitude for 


his attention. 


Our readers will peruse with eagerness the 


VW . P. 


communication made by 


The author of “ ReMARKS ON THE CONDUCT OF NAAMAN,”’ holds 
the penof a ready writer; we hope it will be trequently used for our 


benefht. 


‘The writer under the signature of “ L.” is ee for his past 
eommunications, and requested to continue them 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUMF. 
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